St. Oliver Plunkett Parish
Harris park

Website: www.stoliversharrispark.org.au

Postal Address: PO Box 9394 Harris Park NSW 2150
Office Address: 35 Wigram St, Harris Park NSW 2150
Email: harrispark@parracatholic.org

Tel: (02) 88638801

12 October 2025 | Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities,
Lord, who could stand?

But with you is found forgiveness,
O God of Israel.

Psalm 129:3-4
COMMUNION ANTIPHON

The rich suffer want and go hungry,
but those who seek the Lord lack no
blessing.

Cf. Psalm 33:11
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Weekday Mass times
Tuesday to Friday: 7:00 am

Weekend Mass Times

Saturday:
Sunday:

Vigil 5:30pm
8:00 am & 10:00 am

e - e e

Administrator: Fr Paul Marshall

School Principal: Pascale Rone
School Tel: (02) 8633 8300
Parish Secretary: Lilia Tolentino
Tel: (02) 88638801

OFFICE HOURS :
Tuesday & Friday: 10:00 am. - 3:00 pm
Wednesday:  8:00 am - 12:30pm

Sacraments @ St Oliver’s

For Baptism, Reconciliation,
First Holy Communion,
Confirmation, Marriage and
Funerals, please ring or email the
parish office for assistance.

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults)

Thinking about becoming a Catholic
or know someone who may be
interested in exploring the Catholic
faith? Contact the Parish Office for
more details on joining the RCIA
program.

Gospel Reflection
The blessing

As Jesus was entering a village, ten lepers met him and raised their voices, saying, :
“Jesus, Master! Have pity on us . . .!” One of the lepers, realizing that he had been :
healed, returned, glorifying God in a loud voice; and he fell at the feet of Jesus :
and thanked him. He was a Samaritan. Luke 17: 11-19

There was a saint who lived a life of humble charity and gratitude. He had no idea :
of his own sanctity - he was aware only of the needs of others and the presence of :
God in all. :

God decided one day that this saint should receive a special blessing for his
faithfulness and so dispatched an angel to visit the saint. The angel appeared
before him, bending low and said, “I have been sent to you by God. Ask for
anything and it will be given to you.”

The saint hesitated, wondering what in the world he could ask for.
The angel then asked, “Would you want the gift of healing?”
“No,” the saint replied. “I’d rather that God did the healing and be praised for it.”

“Would you like others to imitate your holiness and thus bless God and come
closer to God?”

“That would be terrible,” the saint replied. “That would make me the centre of
attention rather than God.”

“Might God make you a great preacher and reconciler, bringing sinners and lost
souls back to the fold?” the angel offered.

“Please, no. I’ve always believed that was the work of Jesus the Shepherd and that
you angels rejoiced over each one who came home.”

Struggling to hide his exasperation, the angel asked, “So how might God bless
you? What would you want? Please ask for something. This blessing is God’s
will.”

The saint thought quietly for some time. “All right,” he finally said. “If I must

have some blessing, then give me this: that all the good I do, I will do without

realising it, and no one will know that it was my doing. And so, they will bless
God for God’s goodness.”

The angel agreed to such a blessing. All the kindnesses and generosity the saint
would do would be a blessing to others, but it would always be behind him. He :
would never know, and others would never suspect, and they would bless God for :
his goodness. And so it has been. :

[Adapted from a story by Anthony DeMello.]|

Our world could certainly use more saints like this — but do we dare embrace
such an attitude ourselves?

In these “transactional” times, operating out of such a perspective of humility and
gratitude can put us at the mercy of the users and abusers who take what they
want regardless of the cost and hardship to others.

But selfless gratitude is at the heart of the faith we profess. Gratitude is a practice
- a way of approaching life - that is grounded in the conviction that God has

breathed his life into us for no other reason than love so deep we cannot begin to  ;
fathom it, and that the only fitting response we can make to such inexplicable and :
unmerited love is to stand humbly before God in quiet, humble gratitude.

It’s that perspective of thankfulness exhibited by the Samaritan leper that is at the :
heart of the human spirit, that reveals to us the meaning and purpose of these lives :
God has breathed into us, that makes whatever good we do experiences of grace.

Fr John




Other News and Events

Message of thanks from ACN:

“I wanted to wish you the biggest thank you for arrang-
ing for me and allowing me to visit your parish this past
weekend. There are many good things happeninfg at your
parish and I look forward to visiting you 1n the future!
Your parish will especially be in my prayers, [ hope

you will keep us in yours.”

Last weekend we welcomed to our parish Natasha Ngu-
yen, who shared with us about the work of Aid to the
Church in Need and how we can help our suffering and
persecuted brothers and sisters.

Together we can keep the faith q @ Aid to the

alive - Aid to the Church in Nee Church in Need
(ACN) ACN AUSTRALIA NEW ZEALAND

Safeguarding Face-to-face Training Opportunities
The next sessions of face-to-face Mandatory
Safeguarding Training will be held on the following days:
* Saturday 18 October for Initial training (Modules 1-3)
from 10am to 3pm at Our Lady of the Rosary Parish, St
Marys

* Saturday 25 October for Initial training (Modules 1-3)
from 10am to 3pm at Corpus Christi Parish, Cranebrook
Please register directly for this training or for other
convenient dates and locations on the training event

at: https://parracatholic.org/connect/events/?
series=safeguarding-training.

For more information, please

email: safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org

Catholic Care Pregnancy and Infant Loss Day
commemoration: 16 October

To commemorate Pregnancy & Infant Loss Memorial
Day, Catholic Care Western Sydney and the Blue
Mountains and White Lady Funerals are holding a
memorial service on Thursday 16 October from 10am at
Mamre House, Orchard Hills. There will be an
opportunity to place a plant in memory of your loved one
in the Garden of Remembrance. Please RSVP to Lisa at
Catholic Care on 0439 917 129 or Christy at White Lady
Funerals (02) 4731 4385.

Rosary bead making for those in need: 16 & 29
October

Join us for an enjoyable evening of community and
creativity as we craft rosary beads to be donated to those
in need. The workshop costs $10 per person, payable on
arrival, and includes all materials.

All rosaries made during the evening will be given to the
Camillian hospital chaplains in our Diocese, who will
distribute them to the sick and dying in local hospitals.
We encourage you to register for one of our upcoming
sessions on 16 or 29 October, from 7 to 8.30 pm, at the
Bishop Bede Heather Centre, 1-5 Marion Street,
Blacktown. To register for a workshop, or to arrange
one in your parish or agency, please email
ofw(@parracatholic.org

Catholic Care Sewing and Crochet classes

All are welcome to join Catholic Care’s weekly sewing and
crochet classes every Thursday during school terms, 10am-
Ipm at Mamre House and Farm, 181 Mamre Rd, Orchard
Hills. Learn new skills, connect with others, and enjoy a
friendly, supportive environment. Perfect for anyone
wanting to meet new people! To register, contact Catholic
Care on (02) 8843 2500 or

email enquiries@catholiccarewsbm.org.au

Parish Updates

50th ANNIVERSARY RAFFLE

1st prize - S500 accommodation voucher at
Highfields Country Cottages, Kurrajong

2rd prize - S500 gift hamper, courtesy of
Chemist Warehouse

3rd prize - $300 confectionary hamper, courtesy of Essey
Brothers

4rd prize - $100 dining voucher, courtesy of Club
Parramatta/Castle Hill RSL

5th prize - $100 dining voucher, courtesy of Wenty
Leagues Club

6th prize - Three bottles of NSW Parliament House wine,
courtesy of Julia Finn MP

7th, 8th, 9th & 10th prize - S50 pizza voucher, courtesy
of Uncle John Pizza, Westmead

Tickets are being sold before and after Mass this
weekend at the reduced price of 3 for $5 (anyone who
purchased tickets last week at 3 for 510 will be given 3

extra tickets).

To stay up to date with parish activities, please
follow us on Facebook.

Search for St Oliver Plunkett's - Harris Park, NSW,
Australia and click Like

PARISH READING ROSTER NEXT WEEK: 18/19 October ™ :

50" ANNIVERSARY OF CANONISATION —
SATURDAY 18 OCTOBER ‘
How you can help with... GARAGE SALE ITEMS

Our event is next Saturday from 9am and
preparations are gathering pace. We hope
you and your family will join us to help cele-
brate 50 years since our patron, Oliver Plunkett, became
a Saint.

If you have clean, good quality items to donate to our
garage sale, please drop them off at the Seminary (next
door to the church) from 4pm to 6pm this Friday 17 Oc-
tober. Somebody will be there to help you.

We still need some volunteers to help sell items during
the day. Please email jimhanna@bigpond.com if you can
help, even if it is just for 1-2 hours in the morning.

We look forward to seeing you next Saturday!

o % 'P €.

W us to celebrate the et

50™ Anniversa ry of Canonisation
of St Oliver Plunkett

18 October at 9 am to 4 pm

St Oliver's Primary School playgroun &
33'Wigram St Harris Park

Gerard Pinto / Robert Aquino
Anthony Melham / Katherine Katrib

Saturday
Sunday

5:30 pm
8:00 am

10:00 am Patricia Armao / Natasha Joseph


mailto:Enquiries@catholiccarewsbm.org.au
mailto:jimhanna@bigpond.com

Diocesan Notices

Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass: 26 October

Join us for the annual Diocesan Wedding Anniversary
Mass to be held on Sunday 26 October at 2pm at St
Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta. Those celebrating a
significant wedding anniversary (10 years and over) will
receive a certificate. If you would like to attend, please
register your name, numbers attending and any dietary
requirements. Family and friends are welcome. RSVP

to marriage@parracatholic.org or call 0488 000 211 by 20
October.

Winston Hills Parish Seven Surprises of the Eucharist
Presentation: 30 October

St Paul the Apostle Parish, Winston Hills, is pleased to
announce the next event in its ‘Faith Seeking
Understanding’ series. Dr Robert Haddad will present on
the topic “Seven Surprises of the Eucharist” on Thursday
30 October at 7.45pm, with optional Mass at 7pm. All are
welcome to attend and there is no need to RSVP. For
more information, contact the parish office on (02) 9639
6516 or email winstonhills@parracatholic.org.

Design our next Catholic Outlook
Magazine front cover!

People of all ages from across the
Diocese of Parramatta are welcome to
submit their artwork for consideration.
Please submit your entry by Friday 7
November 2025 — with a short
description of your artwork —

via parracatholic.org/artcomp

CatholicOutlook

Ehistras @01'('7

Ministry of Communion to the Sick and Dying
Formation: 8 November @---
Are you currently taking th {
Communion to the sick TO'THE SIEK & DYING
and dying in the Diocese oo
of Parramatta? If so,
please join the Office for
Worship for a day of
ongoing formation to
further your knowledge ‘

and understanding of this important topic. Saturday 8
November from 9:30am — 2pm at the Bishop Bede
Heather Centre, Blacktown. Morning tea and Lunch
provided. For more information and to register before 3
Nov, please contact the Office for Worship

Team OFW(@parracatholic.org or 0488 000 211.

Registrations now open for Diocesan
Retreat Opportunities

The Diocese is hosting one final retreat
opportunity for adults of all ages to
engage more with this Jubilee Year of
Hope. Take the time to step away from ETREATS
your usual routine to experience a B
diocesan retreat — a sacred space for
prayer, reflection, renewal and encounter
with God. Registrations are now open for the final retreat
on 15 November. Visit https://parracatholic.org/events/
diocesan-retreat-15-november/ for more details.

mmunisn

Our Community

0 Please Note that there will be “No Adoration/Benediction this Sunday” at St Oliver’s, as the seminarians and

Fr Paul will be away this Sunday.

0 HSC exams begin from Thursday, 16 October. Please remember to pray for our HSC students, their families,

teachers and mentors.

O October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary. May the Rosary, prayed faithfully, lead us ever closer to Christ.

Intentions
\==10f The Week

Please pray for those who are sick, recently deceased, have an
Wass anniversary at this time and all those for whom you have a special intention.

Recently Deceased: All those who died recently, especially those who used to be part of this parish community as

parishioners or relations of our parishioners

Deceased: Tony Karam | Marie Nemer, George Lattouf | Lattouf, Melan, Salah, Maroun families | Queenie &
Nicholas Nicholas, Namtullah & Christine Coorey, Rizcullah & Patricia Coorey, Jabour & Doura Nicholas & family,
Saidie & Joseph Coorey & family, Najia & Toufic Samyia, Vincent Budwee, All deceased members of the Nicholas,
Budwee & Norman families | Namtallah & Patrick Malkoun | Frank & Ray Malkoun | Romanos Malkoun| Samiha
Frome | Joe & Clare Boulous, Isaac Moses, Ruby Moses | Artemio, Abraham, Augustus, Rebecca & Tranquilina
Patacsil; Yolanda & Donald Muir; Rachael Sumagui, Melissa, Rebecca Llanillo, Luzviminda Nolasco | David (Dib) &
Theresia Romanos | Romanos Family | Pamela Romanos [Evelyn Betros | Tony & Samira Abood & their Family | Fred
Betros Family | Constanton Family | All Holy Souls in Purgatory especially for those who have no one praying for

them

Anniversary: For all those whose anniversaries of death occur around this time

Sick: Alex & Danjela | John Joaquin Patacsil, Virginia, Agnes, Napoleon, Manuel & Jorge Patacsil & his families,
Elizabeth, Michael & Maryrose Perez, Naty & Maria Aurora Degamo & Erwin Ayuste, Ellen Patacsil | All the Sick

especially those who are sick in our parish community

Special Intentions: John Joaquin, Agnes, Napoleon, Manuel, Virginia & Jorge Patacsil & his families; Elizabeth,
Michael & Maryrose Perez; Erwin Ayuste | For all our special intentions and for those who have asked us for prayers

Thanksgiving: For all our blessings and prayers for thanksgiving

To our parishioners who would [ike to request for a home or hospital visit for the sick, please call the parish office on (02)
8863 8801 or email harrispark@parracatholic.org. For mass offerings or special intentions, you may use the envelopes provided at

the church foyer.



Mass Rgadings

: First Reading
‘A reading from the second book of the Kings

: Naaman the leper went down and immersed himself seven
: times in the Jordan, as Elisha had told him to do. And his

: flesh became clean once more like the flesh of a little

- child.

- Returning to Elisha with his whole escort, he went in and
: stood before him. ‘Now I know’ he said ‘that there is no

- God in all the earth except in Israel. Now, please, accept a
present from your servant.’

: But Elisha replied, ‘As the Lord lives, whom I serve, |
- will accept nothing.” Naaman pressed him to accept, but
- he refused.

: Then Naaman said, ‘Since your answer is “No,” allow

- your servant to be given as much earth as two mules may
: carry, because your servant will no longer offer holocaust
> or sacrifice to any god except the Lord.’

The Word of the Lord

: Responsorial Psalm Psalm 97:1-4

:®  The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving
: power.

: Sing a new song to the Lord

- for he has worked wonders.

: His right hand and his holy arm
: have brought salvation. ®,

: The Lord has made known his salvation;
: has shown his justice to the nations.

: He has remembered his truth and love

: for the house of Israel. ®,

. All the ends of the earth have seen
: the salvation of our God.

: Shout to the Lord all the earth,

: ring out your joy. R,

: Second Reading 2 Timothy 2:8-13

: A reading from the second letter of St Paul to Timothy

: Remember the Good News that I carry, ‘Jesus Christ risen
: from the dead, sprung from the race of David’; it is on

- account of this that [ have my own hardships to bear, even
: to being chained like a criminal — but they cannot chain
-up God’s news. So I bear it all for the sake of those who

: are chosen, so that in the end they may have the salvation
- that is in Christ Jesus and the eternal glory that comes

- with it.

Here is a saying that you can rely on:

If we have died with him, then we shall live with him.
If we hold firm, then we shall reign with him.

If we disown him, then he will disown us.

We may be unfaithful, but he is always faithful,
for he cannot disown his own self.

The Word of the Lord

2 Kings 5:14-17 ! Gospel Acclamation

oo

.

.
.

: Gospel

1 Thess 5:18 :

Alleluia, alleluia!

: For all things give thanks to God,

because this is what he expects of you in Christ Jesus.

¢ Alleluia!

Luke 17:11-19 :

! A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus travelled along the border -

: between Samaria and Galilee. As he entered one of the

villages, ten lepers came to meet him. They stood some

: way off and called to him, ‘Jesus! Master! Take pity on

us.” When he saw them he said, ‘Go and show yourselves :

: to the priests.” Now as they were going away they were

cleansed. Finding himself cured, one of them turned back

! praising God at the top of his voice and threw himself at

the feet of Jesus and thanked him. The man was a
Samaritan. This made Jesus say, ‘Were not all ten made
clean? The other nine, where are they? It seems that no

! one has come back to give praise to God, except this

foreigner.” And he said to the man, ‘Stand up and go on

! your way. Your faith has saved you.’

: The Gospel of the Lord.




