St. Oliver Plunkett Parish
Harris park

Website: www.stoliversharrispark.org.au

Postal Address: PO Box 9394 Harris Park NSW 2150
Office Address: 35 Wigram St, Harris Park NSW 2150
Email: harrispark@parracatholic.org

Tel: (02) 88638801

19 October 2025 | Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Here is a True Martyr who shed his
blood for Christ; his judges could

not shake him by their menaces, and so,
he won through to the

Kingdom of Heaven.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

If anyone would be at my service,
let them follow me; where I shall
be, there will be my servant too.

—— - ek
Weekday Mass times
Tuesday to Friday: 7:00 am

Weekend Mass Times

Saturday:
Sunday:

Vigil 5:30pm
8:00 am & 10:00 am

e - e e

Administrator: Fr Paul Marshall

School Principal: Pascale Rone
School Tel: (02) 8633 8300
Parish Secretary: Lilia Tolentino
Tel: (02) 8863 8801

OFFICE HOURS :
Tuesday & Friday: 10:00 am. - 3:00 pm
Wednesday:  8:00 am - 12:30pm

Sacraments @ St Oliver’s

For Baptism, Reconciliation,
First Holy Communion,
Confirmation, Marriage and
Funerals, please ring or email the
parish office for assistance.

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults)

Thinking about becoming a Catholic
or know someone who may be
interested in exploring the Catholic
faith? Contact the Parish Office for
more details on joining the RCIA
program.

50™ Anniversary of Canonisation of St. Oliver Plunkett

In 1983, at the beginning of my studies as a seminarian at St. Patrick’s Seminary at
Manly I remember being in awe of the grandiose sandstone structure of Moran
%(iluse on North Head which overlooked the coastal beaches from Manly to Dee

y.

Within Moran House were portraits hung of previous rectors whose vestiges were

uite severe and intimidating. On the first floor there was a small museum below
the spiral staircase which led to the belltower, and in this museum was a glass
display unit exhibiting the surplice of none other than St. Oliver Plunkett. (a
surplice is a loose white linen vestment worn over a cassock by clergy). It must
have been brought to Sfydney by one of many Irish immigrant priests and possibly
from County Armagh from where Oliver Plunkett was the archbishop.

Born in 1625, Oliver Plunkett studied for the priesthood in Rome and returned as
the Archbishop of Armagh in 1670. He came back to his native Ireland in a time of :
intense inter-church rivalry and where the Church of Ireland had been bereft of :
leadership for almost thirty years. He ordained more than 200 priests in under a :
decade. He lived through some of the darkest times in Irish history. It was a time of :
intense persecution of the Catholic church by the Protestant Reformation and :
Oliver, himself, lived in a broken-down house with a leaking roof while all the

while evading capture by the authorities.

Despite being a wanted man, Oliver organised several synods in Ireland, a national
synod in Dublin and provincial synods at Clones and a later one at Ardpatrick. :
There were barely a handful of church buildings allowed across the region, so most :
of his confirmation ceremonies were held outside on moss-coated rocks dedicated
for the celebration of Mass.

As political tension in England worsened, a bounty was placed on Archbisho
Oliver’s capture. Refusing exile, he went into hiding, often without a bed of his
own. Falsely accused of plotting rebellion and aiding a French invasion through
Carlingford, he was arrested in 1679 and imprisoned in Dublin Castle. After his
trial collapsed in Dundalk, he was sent to London, enduring a second brutal winter
in solita?/ confinement, shackled in leg irons. Despite harsh conditions, he fasted
three to four days per week and was observed in constant prayer. Denied time to
summon his own witnesses, he faced a swift trial in Westminster Hall, where false
testimony secured his conviction. On 1* July 1681, he was hanged, drawn and
quartered at Tyburn, London.

He was declared venerable in 1886, declared a martyr for the faith on St. Pat{ick’s
Day 1918 and beatified as Blessed Oliver Plunkett on Pentecost Sunday, 23" Ma
1920. He was declared a saint and canonised by Pope Paul VI in Rome on the 12
October 1975 -50 years ago.

At our 10am Mass this weekend symbols will speak to the life and martyrdom of St. :
Oliver Plunkett: a candle to symbolise St. Oliver’s steadfast faith -a light that burnt :
even in the darkness of prison cells; a palm branch -a Christian symbol of :
martyrdom; a scroll symbolising his pastoral letters of care and assurance and peace :
to his flock; a chain symbolising imprisonment; a bishop’s mitre symbolising his
shepherding of the people.

Thanks are due to Fr. John Frauenfelder and the seminarians for researching and :
producing our Liturgy — through PowerPoint and prayer booklets for this occasion; :
our Canonisation organising committee headed by Jim Hanna ably assisted by :
dedicated parishioners who have enabled the massive garage sale and fund-raiser

for the parish; thanks are due also to all who have generously contributed through
donations of prizes for our raffles; to those who spent
many hours baking, cooking, and organising ﬂumping
castles, face-painting and other food and drinks.

“I have considered it my duty to die
for my faith, rather than to stain my
conscience with a lie."- St Oliver Plunkett

A wonderful tribute and great honour to the patron of
our parish — St. Oliver Plunkett!

Fr Paul

St Oliver Plunkett; Pray for us!



Other News and Events

Migrants find refuge in St Clair Parish community
Volunteers from Holy Spirit ! .

Parish, St Clair-Erskine Park,
helping a Syrian family settle
in Australia. Image: Slt{pﬁlied
In commemoration of the 7
111th World Day of Migrants &
and Refugees, which was
celebrated on 5 October, we
share an article from the
August 2025 edition of the o o
Augustinian magazine, regarding an initiative at Holy Spirit
Parish, St Clair-Erskine Park. ) )

On 8 July 2025, a lovely Cyoun% Syrian Refugee family moved
into a rental home in St Clair. They have a little boy of three
years. Rita [Hakkoum] from the Catholic Care Refugee
program asked me a couple of weeks before if I would be able
to help the family with material goods as they had arrived with
no possessions apart from personal items, e.g. clothes.

Fr Perci [Sevare OSA] enabled a notice to be placed in the
bulletin over two weeks, asking for donations of material goods
in good condition with Rita’s and my phone numbers as
contacts. In order to give the young couple some control over
their lives, people were asked to send fp otos of their goods
being donated to either Rita or myself after they offered any
goods. These photos were sent on to the couple and they were
told they could accept or not.

When I met the couple on the morning of 8 July, they were
very pleased to receive some goods as their home was empty.
By nightfall, the men who had to come after work had picked
up and delivered a 6-piece lounge setting, fridge, table and
chairs, single bed (for their little boy), bedding, adding to a
dinner set, air fryer, cutlery, TV and many other items, turning
an empty house into a comfortable home. Some food items
were provided for the men and other Syrian people who had
come to help. It was so heart-warming to see how the Parish
community came together to provide assistance for this family
so they can settle here.

(By Jeanne Appleton, 14 October 2025, extracts fromCatholic Outlook)

Responding in Mercy — Pilgrims of Hope: S November
The Mercy Futures team is privileged to present Sr Aine
Barrins RSM all the way from Ireland, who will be
joining them in Parramatta to share her invaluable
insights into Catherine McAuley, Woman of Hope. The
conclusion to this presentation will take place on 5
November. Come along and bring a friend (or few) and
be part of this unique presentation. The session will also
be livestreamed, and the link will be provided closer to
the date. Please RSVP

to mercyfuture@parrasom.org.au with any dietary
requirements by 29 October.

Blue Mountains Deanery Christ the King Eucharistic
Procession: 23 November

The Blue Mountains Deanery will be commemorating the
Solemnity of Christ the King with a Eucharistic
Procession on Sunday 23 November in Springwood. The
procession will start at 9.30am at St Columba’s Catholic
College, Springwood and go to St Thomas Aquinas
Parish, where Mass will be celebrated at 10am. Morning
tea will follow Mass. All are welcome to attend.

Safeguarding Face-to-face Training Opportunities
The next sessions of face-to-face Mandatory
Safeguarding Training will be held on the following days:
* Saturday 25 October for Initial training (Modules 1-3)
from 10am to 3pm at Corpus Christi Parish, Cranebrook
Please register directly for this training or for other
convenient dates and locations on the training event

at: https://parracatholic.org/connect/events/?
series=safeguarding-training. For more information,
please email: safeguardingtraining(@parracatholic.org

Parish Updates

0 Please note Fr Paul’s message of thanks to all
who contributed to St Oliver’s fundraiser this
Saturday, 18 October and his mention of our
special Liturgy for this Sunday’s 10 am mass,
celebrating the 50™ anniversary of the
canonisation of our patron saint, St Oliver
Plunkett who was canonised on 12 October 1975.

0 HSC exams began on Thursday, 16 October.
Please remember to pray for our HSC students,
their families, teachers and mentors.

0 October is dedicated to the Holy
Rosary. May the Rosary, prayed
faithfully, lead us ever closer to
Christ.

0 Next month, in November, all masses
celebrated at St Oliver’s will be offered for all
those who have died, especially for those our
parishioners have asked to be remembered. You
may start submitting the names of
your departed loved ones for their
names to be entered in our parish’s
Book of Life (né Book of the Dead).

PARISH READING ROSTER NEXT WEEK: 25/26 October

Saturday
Sunday

5:30 pm
8:00 am

Jackie Perumal / Siji Lino
Emelia & Judith Buehler

10:00 am

Carol Isaac / Nick Tagnipis



Diocesan Notices

Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass: 26 October

Join us for the annual Diocesan Wedding Anniversary
Mass to be held on Sunday 26 October at 2pm at St
Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta. Those celebrating a
significant wedding anniversary (10 years and over) will
receive a certificate. If you would like to attend, please
register your name, numbers attending and any dietary
requirements. Family and friends are welcome. RSVP

to marriage@parracatholic.org or call 0488 000 211 by 20
October.

Winston Hills Parish Seven Surprises of the Eucharist
Presentation: 30 October

St Paul the Apostle Parish, Winston Hills, is pleased to
announce the next event in its ‘Faith Seeking
Understanding’ series. Dr Robert Haddad will present on
the topic “Seven Surprises of the Eucharist” on Thursday
30 October at 7.45pm, with optional Mass at 7pm. All are
welcome to attend and there is no need to RSVP. For
more information, contact the parish office on (02) 9639
6516 or email winstonhills@parracatholic.org.

Rosary bead making for those in need: 29 October
Join us for an enjoyable evening of community and
creativity as we craft rosary beads to be donated to those
in need. All rosaries made during the evening will be
given to the Camillian hospital chaplains in our Diocese,
who will distribute them to the sick and dying in local
hospitals. The workshop costs $10 per person, payable on
arrival, and includes all materials.

7 to 8.30 pm, at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, 1-5
Marion Street, Blacktown. To register, please email
ofw(@parracatholic.org

Ministry of Communion to the Sick and Dying
Formation: 8 November g PR—
Are you currently taking M ¢

Communion to the sick oy
and dying in the Diocese
of Parramatta? If so,
please join the Office for
Worship for a day of
ongoing formation to
further your knowledge
and understanding of this
important topic. Saturday 8 November from 9:30am —
2pm at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown.
Morning tea and Lunch provided. For more information
and to register before 3 Nov, please contact the Office for
Worship Team OFW(@parracatholic.org or 0488 000 211.

Parramatta Street Feast:

19 November

You are warmly invited to the D1 :
Parramatta Street Feast, — e ,
a Festival of Welcome on 19 N <'cTe
November 2025 from 11am-3pm
at St Patrick’s Cathedral
Precinct, Parramatta. It’s a space
for people from all walks of life
to come together in a spirit of
community, solidarity and
friendship, and to enjoy delicious [
food, free services, creative _O ¢
act1v1t1es and great music! You can support the Street
Feast as a volunteer, or share your talent by hosting
an activity table. Find out more and express your interest
at parracatholic.org/streetfeast

mmunisn

TO'THE SICK & DYING

sssss

"
WEMES‘DM 19 NOVEMBER 11AM- aP‘ﬁ
AT ST PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL, 1 MARIST PLACE, PARRAMATTA
ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE A FREE MEAL, FREE SERVICES, ENTERTAINMENT & COMMUNITY!

Our Community

To stay up to date with parish activities, please follow us on Facebook.
Search for St Oliver Plunkett's - Harris Park, NSW, Australia and click Like

Please pray for those who are sick, recently deceased, have an
anniversary at this time and all those for whom you have a special intention.

Mass
Intentions
Of The Week

Recently Deceased: All those who died recently, especially those who used to be part of this parish community as

parishioners or relations of our parishioners

Deceased: Tony Karam | Marie Nemer, George Lattouf | Lattouf, Melan, Salah, Maroun families | Queenie &
Nicholas Nicholas, Namtullah & Christine Coorey, Rizcullah & Patricia Coorey, Jabour & Doura Nicholas & family,
Saidie & Joseph Coorey & family, Najia & Toufic Samyia, Vincent Budwee, All deceased members of the Nicholas,
Budwee & Norman families | Namtallah & Patrick Malkoun | Frank & Ray Malkoun | Romanos Malkoun| Samiha
Frome | Joe & Clare Boulous, Isaac Moses, Ruby Moses | Artemio, Abraham, Augustus, Rebecca & Tranquilina
Patacsil; Yolanda & Donald Muir; Rachael Sumagui, Melissa, Rebecca Llanillo, Luzviminda Nolasco | David (Dib) &
Theresia Romanos | Romanos Family | Pamela Romanos [Evelyn Betros | Tony & Samira Abood & their Family | Fred
Betros Family | Constanton Family | All Holy Souls in Purgatory especially for those who have no one praying for

them
Anniversary:

For all those whose anniversaries of death occur around this time

Sick: Alex & Danjela | John Joaquin Patacsil, Virginia, Agnes, Napoleon, Manuel & Jorge Patacsil & his families,
Elizabeth, Michael & Maryrose Perez, Naty & Maria Aurora Degamo & Erwin Ayuste, Ellen Patacsil | All the Sick

especially those who are sick in our parish community
Special Intentions:

John Joaquin, Agnes, Napoleon, Manuel, Virginia & Jorge Patacsil & his families; Elizabeth,

Michael & Maryrose Perez; Erwin Ayuste | For all our special intentions and for those who have asked us for prayers

Thanksgiving:

For all our blessings and prayers for thanksgiving

To our parishioners who would [ike to request for a home or hospital visit for the sick, please call the parish office on (02)
8863 8801 or email harrispark@parracatholic.org. For mass offerings or special intentions, you may use the envelopes provided at

the church foyer.



Mass Readings

: First Reading Ezekiel 34:11-16 1

‘A reading from the second book of the Prophet Ezekiel

: The Lord God says this: I am going to look after my flock
- myself and keep all of it in view. As a shepherd keeps all

- his flock in view when he stands up in the middle of his

- scattered sheep, so shall I keep my sheep in view. I shall

- rescue them from wherever they have been scattered

: during the mist and darkness. I shall bring them out of the
: countries where they are; I shall gather them together

: from foreign countries and bring them back to their own

- land. I shall pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in

: the ravines and in every inhabited place in the land. I shall
- feed them in good pasturage; the high mountains of Israel
- will be their grazing ground. There they will rest in good
- grazing ground; they will browse in rich pastures on the
: mountains of Israel. I myself will pasture my sheep, I

: myself will show them where to rest — it is the Lord who
- speaks. I shall look for the lost one, bring back the stray,
: bandage the wounded and make the weak strong. I shall
: watch over the fat and healthy. I shall be a true shepherd
: to them.

The Word of the Lord

oo

: Responsorial Psalm Psalm 30 (31):3-4,6,8,17,21

LR,

: Be a rock of refuge for me,

: a mighty stronghold to save me,

: for you are my rock, my stronghold.

: For your name’s sake, lead me and guide me. ®,

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.

.

- Into your hands I commend my spirit.

: It is you who will redeem me, Lord.

: As for me, I trust in the Lord:

:let me be glad and rejoice in your love. ®,

X3

: Let your face shine on your servant.
: Save me in your love.

: You hide them in the shelter of your presence :
- from the human plotting. |,

Second Reading 1 Peter 3:8-18

: A reading from the first letter of St Peter

: You should all agree among yourselves and be :
: sympathetic; love the brothers, have compassion and be
: self-effacing. Never pay back one wrong with another, or :
- an angry word with another one; instead, pay back with a
: blessing. That is what you are called to do, so that you

- inherit a blessing yourself. Remember: Anyone who

- wants to have a happy life and to enjoy prosperity must

: banish malice from his tongue, deceitful conversation

- from his lips; he must never yield to evil but must practise :
: good; he must seek peace and pursue it. Because the face
: of the Lord frowns on the evil, but the eyes of the Lord

- are turned towards the virtuous.

: No one can hurt you if you are determined to do only
: what is right; if you do have to suffer for being good, you
- will count it a blessing. There is no need to be afraid or to

Gospel

} worry about them. Simply reverence the Lord Christ in
: your hearts, and always have your answer ready for
people who ask you the reason for the hope that you all

: have. But give it with courtesy and respect and with a

clear conscience, so that those who slander you when you :

; are living a good life in Christ may be proved wrong in

the accusations that they bring. And if it is the will of God

: that you should suffer, it is better to suffer for doing right :

than for doing wrong.

Why, Christ himself, innocent though he was, had died ~ :
: once for sins, died for the guilty, to lead us to God. In the :
body he was put to death, in the spirit he was raised to

life.
The Word of the Lord

Gospel Acclamation James 1:12

i Alleluia, alleluia!

Happy those who stand firm when trials come. :
They have proved themselves, and will win the crown of life. :

Alleluia!

John 10:11-16 :
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

{ Jesus said: ‘T am the good shepherd: the good shepherd is :
: one who lays down his life for his sheep. :

The hired man, since he is not the shepherd and the sheep
do not belong to him, abandons the sheep and runs away
as soon as he sees a wolf coming, and then the wolf

: attacks and scatters the sheep; this is because he is only a :

hired man and has no concern for the sheep.

‘I am the good shepherd; I know my own and my own
t know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the

Father; and I lay down my life for my sheep. And there
are other sheep I have that are not of this fold, and these I :
have to lead as well. They too will listen to my voice, and :
there will be only one flock, and one shepherd.’ .

The Gospel of the Lord.




