
St. Oliver Plunkett Parish 
Harris park 

Website: www.stoliversharrispark.org.au 
Postal Address: PO Box 9394 Harris Park NSW 2150 
Office Address: 35 Wigram St, Harris Park NSW 2150 
Tel: (02) 88638801 Email: harrispark@parracatholic.org 

26 October 2025 | Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
 
Let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice;  
turn to the Lord and his strength;  
constantly seek his face. 
 
     Cf. Psalm 104:3- 4 
    
COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
 
Christ loved us and gave himself 
up for us, 
as a fragrant offering to God. 
 
          Ephesians 5:2 

Weekday Mass times 

Tuesday to Friday:   7:00 am  

Weekend Mass Times 
 

Saturday:    Vigil 5:30pm 

Sunday: 8:00 am & 10:00 am 

Administrator: Fr Paul Marshall 

School Principal: Pascale Rone 

           School Tel: (02) 8633 8300 

Parish Secretary: Lilia Tolentino 

                       Tel: (02) 8863 8801 
 

OFFICE HOURS :  

Tuesday & Friday:  10:00 am. - 3:00 pm 

Wednesday:      8:00 am - 12:30pm 
 

Sacraments @ St Oliver’s 

For Baptism, Reconciliation, 
First Holy Communion, 
Confirmation, Marriage and 
Funerals, please ring or email the 
parish office for assistance. 
 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults) 
 

Thinking about becoming a Catholic 
or know someone who may be 
interested in exploring the Catholic 
faith? Contact the Parish Office for 
more details on joining the RCIA 
program. 

  
30th Sunday of the Year 

“The Pharisee took up his position and spoke this prayer to himself, ‘O God, I 
thank you that I am not like the rest of humanity — greedy, dishonest, 
adulterous — or even like this tax collector . . .’ But the tax collector stood off 
at a distance and would not even raise his eyes to heaven but beat his breast 
and prayed, ‘O God, be merciful to me a sinner.’” Luke 18: 9-14 
  

From hardship, community forms . . . 
  

She read about a local organization that had formed to help refugees in town. She 
checked out their Facebook page and left a message asking if there is anything she 
could do to help. She thought her note sounded a little naïve, but she sent it 
anyway. 

 A few minutes later, a woman named Sherry wrote back, asking her to call. She 
thought Sherry might ask for money or tell her where she could drop off food or 
clothes or furniture. Instead, Sherry asked, “We have ESL class tomorrow. Can you 
give a family a ride?” At first, she was hesitant, but she had the time and a car, so 
she said yes. 

The person who coordinated transportation sent her a name, phone number and 
address in another city. I don’t really want to do this ran through her head as she 
drove to the apartment building. But her hesitancy immediately disappeared when 
she met Shabana and her three boys. She drove them to the church where the 
class was meeting. Folded chairs were arranged in a circle and a few women were 
already seated, talking and laughing. They all greeted her with three kisses (Afgani 
style, she soon learned). She took a seat, still feeling like a newcomer, observing 
this growing circle of women and children, warm embraces, friendship and 
resilience.  She helped one of the women, Roya, practice writing her letters. She 
met Friba, who told her about her four daughters and the two women made plans 
to visit the local art museum.  

Later that day, she went to the car wash, physical therapy, and a church meeting 
and told everyone about her morning. Within a week, her physical therapist had 
found shoes for Friba’s daughter, her cousin volunteered to help provide childcare 
during class, and Marge, a friend from church in her eighties, began coming to the 
class to help. 

Since that first morning, she’s grown close to the women and their families. She’s 
become invested in their hopes and futures. She offered to help because she 
wanted to make people who were new to this country feel welcome at a time 
when some were making it clear that they were not. As it turned out, they made 
her feel welcome. She hates the losses her new friends have endured and the 
hardships their families continue to face — but she loves the community they have 
built in the midst of it. 

For many of us, Jesus’ parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector often plays 
out as moving from the self-importance of the Pharisee to the humility of the tax 
collector, from a reluctance to give to those “lesser” than ourselves to realizing 
the good we gain from such generosity.  

In embracing the spirit of Gospel compassion, in surrendering the isolating pride 
of our Pharisee-like selves, we can discover the support and peace that comes in 
embracing the spirit of our sister and brother tax collectors, who find solace and 
support in their shared gratitude to God for God’s mercy and love.  

We best give thanks for God’s love for us by returning that love to one 
another. In accepting one another as God has accepted us, we honour God as 
Father of us all by honouring one another as brothers and sisters.   

 

Fr John 



Refuge for prayer and contemplation 
 

Participants are seen during 
the second Diocesan Jubilee 
of Hope retreat at the 
Franciscan Shrine of Holy 
Innocents in Kellyville in 
August. Image: Alphonsus 
Fok/Diocese of Parramatta  
 

On 16 August, parishioners from across the Diocese of 
Parramatta joined the Jubilee of Hope Diocesan Retreat at 
the Franciscan Shrine of the Holy Innocents in Kellyville, 
one of three official pilgrimage sites in the Diocese. Each 
Diocesan retreat is an opportunity to be a pilgrim of hope at 
one of the Diocese’s official pilgrimage sites. 
The shrine provided shelter from the rain and a peaceful 
refuge for prayer, worship and personal reflection on the 
Jubilee message of hope. Despite the wet weather, the day 
was filled with prayer, contemplation, and fellowship. 
Worship, Scripture readings, and talks by Alison Ryan and 
Donnie Velasco, facilitators with the Mission Enhancement 
Team, on hope in the Jubilee Year further enriched the 
experience. 
The pilgrimage sparked joy and gratitude among those who 
attended, and that joy spread across social media. 
The retreat continues the Diocese’s mission of creating 
sacred spaces for parishioners to reflect, discern, and walk 
together as pilgrims of hope.  
Join us for the third and final diocesan retreat on Saturday 
15 November at Mount Schoenstatt Spirituality Centre, 
Mulgoa. Tickets are $40 per person, or a donation if 
needed. Find out more and register: parracatholic.org/
events/diocesan-retreat-15-november 
 

(Extracts from the article originally published in the 2025 
Season of Creation | Spring edition of the Catholic Outlook 
Magazine.)  

PARISH READING ROSTER NEXT WEEK: 25/26 October  
 
 

Saturday 

Sunday 

   5:30 pm 

   8:00 am 

Kristine Alba / Jim Hanna 

Anne Haddad / Victoria Micalizzi 

 

10:00 am 
 

 

Geoff & Monica Officer 

     

Responding in Mercy – Pilgrims of Hope: 5 November 
The Mercy Futures team is privileged to present Sr Áine 
Barrins RSM all the way from Ireland, who will be 
joining them in Parramatta to share her invaluable 
insights into Catherine McAuley, Woman of Hope. The 
conclusion to this presentation will take place on 5 
November. Come along and bring a friend (or few) and 
be part of this unique presentation. The session will also 
be livestreamed, and the link will be provided closer to 
the date. Please RSVP to mercyfuture@parrasom.org.au with 
any dietary requirements by 29 October. 
 

The FaithFeed ECHO – Emerton Parish:  
14 November 
An evening of music, creativity, and praise & worship at 
Holy Family Parish, Emerton, 252–254 Luxford Rd, 
Emerton from 6:30pm to 9:00pm on Friday 14 
November. The FaithFeed ECHO (TFF ECHO) is a 
vibrant, welcoming space that echoes the God of love 
working within, around us and among us. Whether you’re 
in your 20s, 30s, 40s—or simply young at heart – you’re 
most welcome. Details via https://tr.ee/XTJqW_InNz OR 
get in touch with the team via met@parracatholic.org 
 

Blue Mountains Deanery Christ the King Eucharistic 
Procession: 23 November 
The Blue Mountains Deanery will be commemorating the 
Solemnity of Christ the King with a Eucharistic 
Procession on Sunday 23 November in Springwood. The 
procession will start at 9.30am at St Columba’s Catholic 
College, Springwood and go to St Thomas Aquinas 
Parish, where Mass will be celebrated at 10am. Morning 
tea will follow Mass. All are welcome to attend. 

 

Fr Paul would like to acknowledge all the donors of our 
raffle prizes, the helpers for baking— bread, cakes and  
biscuits, the volunteers and the organizing committee 
led by Event Coordinator, Jim Hanna.  
Please take your time to read the lists of helpers and 
donors posted around the church.  
 

Thank you, St Oliver Plunkett ! 

 HSC exams began on Thursday, 16 October. 
Please remember to pray for our HSC students, 
their families, teachers and mentors. 

 October is dedicated to the Holy 
Rosary. May the Rosary, prayed 
faithfully, lead us ever closer to Christ. 

 In November, all masses to be 
celebrated at St Oliver’s will be offered for all those 
who have died, especially for those our parishioners 
have asked to be remembered. Special envelopes 
for November masses are available at the church 
foyer. The names of your departed loved ones will 
be entered in our parish’s Book of 
Remembrance which will be placed in 
front of  the altar during November. 
The names of the deceased will not be 
published in the bulletin in November. 

 All Souls’ Day this year falls on the Sunday. 
 While All Saints is a Solemnity and would 
 usually take precedence over All Souls, the 
 expectation of the faithful attending on Saturday 
 evening is that they are gathering for the Sunday 
 celebration. 
 For this reason, the Saturday evening Mass on 1 
 November should be for All Souls’ Day - that 
 is, the usual Sunday Mass.  



 

Please pray for those who are sick, recently deceased, have an  
anniversary at this time and all those for whom you have a special intention.  

 
 

Recently Deceased:   All those who died recently, especially those who used to be part of this parish community as 
parishioners or relations of our parishioners 
 
 

Deceased:  Conrad Courtney, Mick Ryan | Solomon Frangieh | Maxine Penney | John & Triponie Pasangha, Reggie & 
May Perumal, Rita Fernando, Clement Fernando, Quintus Fernando | | Lattouf, Melan, Salah, Maroun families | 
Queenie & Nicholas Nicholas, Namtullah & Christine Coorey, Rizcullah & Patricia Coorey, Jabour & Doura Nicholas 
& family, Saidie & Joseph Coorey & family, Najia & Toufic Samyia, Vincent Budwee, All deceased members of the 
Nicholas, Budwee & Norman families | Namtallah & Patrick Malkoun | Frank & Ray Malkoun | Romanos Malkoun| 
Samiha Frome | Joe & Clare Boulous, Isaac Moses, Ruby Moses | Artemio, Abraham, Augustus, Rebecca & 
Tranquilina Patacsil; Yolanda & Donald Muir; Rachael Sumagui, Melissa, Rebecca Llanillo, Luzviminda Nolasco | 
David (Dib) & Theresia Romanos  | Romanos Family | Pamela Romanos |Evelyn Betros | Tony & Samira Abood & 
their Family | Fred Betros Family | Constanton Family | All Holy Souls in Purgatory especially for those who have no 
one praying for them   
 

Anniversary:   Joseph Romanos | For all those whose anniversaries of death occur around this time 
 

Sick:   Alex & Danjela | John Joaquin Patacsil, Virginia, Agnes, Napoleon, Manuel & Jorge Patacsil & his families, 
Elizabeth, Michael & Maryrose Perez, Naty & Maria Aurora Degamo & Erwin Ayuste, Ellen Patacsil | All the Sick 
especially those who are sick in our parish community  
 

Special Intentions:   John Joaquin, Agnes, Napoleon, Manuel, Virginia & Jorge Patacsil & his families; Elizabeth, 
Michael & Maryrose Perez; Erwin Ayuste | For all our special intentions and for those who have asked us for prayers 
 

Thanksgiving:   Mr Charlemagne Hernani & Mrs Janine Jose | For all our blessings and prayers for thanksgiving 
  

 To our parishioners who would like to request for a home or hospital visit for the sick, please call the parish office on (02) 
8863 8801 or email harrispark@parracatholic.org. For mass offerings or special intentions, you may use the envelopes provided at 
the church foyer. 

Ministry of Communion to the Sick and Dying 
Formation: 8 November 
Are you currently taking 
Communion to the sick 
and dying in the Diocese 
of Parramatta? If so, 
please join the Office for 
Worship for a day of 
ongoing formation to 
further your knowledge 
and understanding of this 
important topic. Saturday 8 November from 9:30am – 
2pm at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown. 
Morning tea and Lunch provided. For more information 
and to register before 3 Nov, please contact the Office for 
Worship Team OFW@parracatholic.org or 0488 000 211. 
 

Parramatta Street Feast:  
19 November 
You are warmly invited to the 
Parramatta Street Feast, 
a Festival of Welcome on 19 
November 2025 from 11am–3pm 
at St Patrick’s Cathedral 
Precinct, Parramatta. It’s a space 
for people from all walks of life 
to come together in a spirit of 
community, solidarity and 
friendship, and to enjoy delicious 
food, free services, creative 
activities and great music! You can support the Street 
Feast as a volunteer, or share your talent by hosting 
an activity table. Find out more and express your interest 
at parracatholic.org/streetfeast 

Winston Hills Parish Seven Surprises of the Eucharist 
Presentation: 30 October 
St Paul the Apostle Parish, Winston Hills, is pleased to 
announce the next event in its ‘Faith Seeking 
Understanding’ series. Dr Robert Haddad will present on 
the topic “Seven Surprises of the Eucharist” on Thursday 
30 October at 7.45pm, with optional Mass at 7pm. All are 
welcome to attend and there is no need to RSVP. For 
more information, contact the parish office on (02) 9639 
6516 or email winstonhills@parracatholic.org. 
 

Mass and prayers for Deceased Clergy: 12 November 
The Diocese of Parramatta invites you to its annual Mass 
for our deceased clergy on Wednesday 12 November at 
9:15am at Holy Name of Mary Parish, Rydalmere, 
followed by prayers at the gravesites of clergy buried in 
Rookwood Cemetery. All are welcome to attend and give 
your gift of prayer to those whose lives were dedicated to 
bringing us all closer to Christ. We encourage each parish 
to offer a Mass for the deceased priests and deacons who 
have served in your own parish on the same day, to unite 
in prayer for this special intention. 
 

Annual Bishop Vincent Vatican II Lecture:  
12 November 
How does Vatican II continue to inform the work of 
becoming a synodal church? To learn more, all are invited 
to Bishop Vincent’s annual lecture on Vatican II on 
Wednesday 12 November, 6:30pm – 8:30pm at the 
Bishop Bede Heather Centre, 1-5 Marion Street 
Blacktown, cnr Flushcombe Road. Register for limited 
seating and share with others via https://tr.ee/xzetr5kVl-
 OR get in touch with the team via met@parracatholic.org 

 

To stay up to date with parish activities, please follow us on Facebook.  

Search for St Oliver Plunkett's - Harris Park, NSW, Australia and click Like  



First Reading     Ecclesiasticus 35:12-14, 16-19 
 

A reading from the second book of Ecclesiasticus 
 

The Lord is a judge 
who is no respecter of personages. 
He shows no respect of personages to the detriment of a poor man, 
he listens to the plea of the injured party. 
He does not ignore the orphan’s supplication, 
nor the widow’s as she pours out her story. 
 

The man who with his whole heart serves God will be accepted, 
his petitions will carry to the clouds. 
The humble man’s prayer pierces the clouds, 
until it arrives he is inconsolable, 
nor will he desist until the Most High takes notice of him, 
acquits the virtuous and delivers judgement. 
And the Lord will not be slow, 
nor will he be dilatory on their behalf. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
Responsorial Psalm                 Psalm 33:2-3,17-19, 23  
 

R.  The Lord hears the cry of the poor.  
 

I will bless the Lord at all times,  
his praise always on my lips;  
in the Lord my soul shall make its boast.  

The humble shall hear and be glad. R.  
 

The Lord turns his face against the wicked  
to destroy their remembrance from the earth.  
The just call and the Lord hears  

and rescues them in all their distress. R.  
 

The Lord is close to the broken-hearted;  
those whose spirit is crushed he will save.  
The Lord ransoms the souls of his servants.  

Those who hide in him shall not be condemned. R.  
 

Second Reading                 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18  
 
A reading from the second letter of St Paul to Timothy 
 

My life is already being poured away as a libation, and 
the time has come for me to be gone. I have fought the 
good fight to the end; I have run the race to the finish; I 
have kept the faith; all there is to come now is the crown 
of righteousness reserved for me, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, will give to me on that Day; and not only 
to me but to all those who have longed for his Appearing.  
 

The first time I had to present my defence, there was not a 
single witness to support me. Every one of them deserted 
me – may they not be held accountable for it. But the 
Lord stood by me and gave me power, so that through me 
the whole message might be proclaimed for all the pagans 
to hear; and so I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. The 
Lord will rescue me from all evil attempts on me, and 
bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory 
for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Word of the Lord 

 
Gospel Acclamation          2 Cor 5:19 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself; 
and the Good News of reconciliation he has entrusted to us. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel             Luke 18:9-14 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke  
  

Jesus spoke the following parable to some people who 
prided themselves on being virtuous and despised 
everyone else. ‘Two men went up to the Temple to pray, 
one a Pharisee, the other a tax collector. The Pharisee 
stood there and said this prayer to himself, “I thank you, 
God, that I am not grasping, unjust, adulterous like the 
rest of mankind, and particularly that I am not like this tax 
collector here. I fast twice a week; I pay tithes on all I 
get.” The tax collector stood some distance away, not 
daring even to raise his eyes to heaven; but he beat his 
breast and said, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner.” This 
man, I tell you, went home again at rights with God; the 
other did not. For everyone who exalts himself will be 
humbled, but the man who humbles himself will be 
exalted.’  
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 

 


