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16 November 2025 | Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
 

The Lord said: I think thoughts of 
peace and not of affliction. You 
will call upon me, and I will answer 
you, and I will lead back your 
captives from every place.  
  
    Jeremiah 29:11, 12, 14  
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
 

To be near God is my happiness, 

to place my hope in God the Lord.  
  

      Psalm 72:28 

Weekday Mass times 

Tuesday to Friday:   7:00 am  

Weekend Mass Times 
 

Saturday:    Vigil 5:30pm 

Sunday: 8:00 am & 10:00 am 

Administrator: Fr Paul Marshall 

School Principal: Pascale Rone 

           School Tel: (02) 8633 8300 

Parish Secretary: Lilia Tolentino 

                       Tel: (02) 8863 8801 
 

OFFICE HOURS :  

Tuesday & Friday:  10:00 am. - 3:00 pm 

Wednesday:      8:00 am - 12:30pm 
 

Sacraments @ St Oliver’s 

For Baptism, Reconciliation, 
First Holy Communion, 
Confirmation, Marriage and 
Funerals, please ring or email the 
parish office for assistance. 
 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults) 
 

Thinking about becoming a Catholic 
or know someone who may be 
interested in exploring the Catholic 
faith? Contact the Parish Office for 
more details on joining the RCIA 
program. 

  
NOVEMBER 16, 2025: Sunday 33 in Ordinary Time  
  

“. . . the days will come when there will not be left a stone upon another stone 
that will not be thrown down . . . Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom. There will be powerful earthquakes, famines, and plagues 
from place to place, and awesome sights and mighty signs will come from the 
sky.” Luke 21: 5-19 
 

Relics of hope  

  

They are Palestinians who escaped the horrific war in Gaza.  
 

Five women — all in their late 20s and early 30s — managed to get out of Gaza 
with little more than the clothes on their backs. The homes in which they grew 
up, the schools they attended, the beach cafes where they gathered with 
friends are now rubble; countless friends and family members are gone 
forever. All they have are memories — and relics.  
 

Each of the five managed to take some object with them from Gaza, signs of 
the life they left behind. They shared their “relics” with writer Danya Issawi. 
  

One woman, who was evacuated with her infant daughter, carried a flash drive 
of her wedding photos and her daughter’s hospital bracelet. Her husband 
remains behind, believing that if enough people stayed, the occupation would 
fail. Now she speaks to him occasionally online — their relationship is 
understandably strained. Her daughter’s hospital bracelet is the only thing 
from her childhood that she still has — all of her daughter’s clothes and toys 
were destroyed in the Gaza bombings. “I just wanted to have something to 
give my daughter when she’s older,” she says 
  

The second woman took with her a gold ring given to her by her mother when 
she graduated from university. She is now in Cairo while her mother remains in 
Gaza. The ring is a sign of her memories of her mother and the hope that one 
day they will be together again. 
  

For another young woman, her most precious possession is a photo of her 
sister and her two nieces. The girls, four years old and 16 months, and their 
mother were killed when their home was destroyed in a missile attack. The 
photo is all she has of them; it’s a reminder of the beauty she once had in her 
life. The photo, she hopes, will serve as witness to the childhoods brutally cut 
short. 
  

Among the items the fourth woman kept are bits of rock from what was once 
her home in Gaza. Now a refugee in Egypt, the pieces of concrete remind her 
of how quickly life can change. She also managed to take with her the 
patchwork quilt made by her ever-optimistic mother who always believed that 
better days are coming. 
  

And the fifth woman carried with her keffiyeh, the scarf worn for protection 
from sunburn, dirt and sand. With her family and home gone, the keffiyeh is a 
symbol of pride and identity. 
  

Like so many in Gaza, these women have seen their lives come crashing 
down. The “relics” they managed to carry away with them are reminders of 
what was — but also signs of what might be again, signs of hope of what might 
be restored.  
 

In today’s unsettling Gospel, Jesus warns us of the impermanence of the things 
we build our lives on. Despite the wars we wage, the earthquakes that shake 
our sureties, the disasters that topple our happy little worlds, we can always 
rebuild our lives on the things of God: love that never fails, compassion that 
never fades, forgiveness that never falters.  
 

Today’s Gospel should not terrify us or deflate our sense 
of hope but make us aware that the things of the world 
will one day be gone and the things of God are the means 
to lasting peace and joy as we journey from this world to 
the eternity of the next.  
 
 
-Fr John 



Rosary Making Workshops: 18 & 27 November 
Our team have been running workshops teaching people 
how to make rosaries and donating finished rosaries to 
hospital chaplains throughout the diocese. We have 2 
remaining dates for this popular workshop: 
 • Tuesday 18th Nov, 7pm at the 
Bishop Bede Heather Centre in 
Blacktown 
• Thursday 27th Nov, 10am at St 
Patrick’s Cathedral Parramatta in 
the Cloister Hall. 
Costs are $10 per person – payable on 
arrival (includes all materials). To 
register for one of these sessions please 
email: ofw@parracatholic.org. For 
more information, please 
visit parracatholic.org/rosary-workshops 
 

Baulkham Hills Christmas Luncheon: 25 December 
The Parish of Baulkham Hills are are hosting a Christmas 
Lunch for anyone who will be on their own on 
Christmas Day. You may be in town for a visit, or just 
moved into the area, or may 
simply be unable to share 
Christmas Day with your 
loved ones. So come and 
share it with us. It will be 
held on Thursday 25 
December in and around the 
St Michael’s Primary 
School hall, and everyone is 
welcome, families and 
individuals. But places are 
limited, so you will need to register to attend. For more 
information, contact the parish office on (02) 9639 0598 
or email baulkhamhills@parracatholic.org. 

PARISH READING ROSTER NEXT WEEK: 22/23 November  
 
 

Saturday 

Sunday 

   5:30 pm 

   8:00 am 

Kristine Alba / Jim Hanna 

Emelia & Judith Buehler 

 

10:00 am 
 

 

Geoff & Monica Officer 

     

World Day of the Poor 2025: 16 November  
 

Today is the World Day of the Poor. It offers us an 
opportunity to renew our solidarity with those who are 
poor in our own community and across the world.  
 

• In his message for the World Day of the Poor, Pope Leo 
XIV reminds us that “the poor are not a distraction for the 
Church, but our beloved brothers and sisters, for by their 
lives, their words and their wisdom, they put us in contact 
with the truth of the Gospel.” The full text of Pope Leo’s 
message may be found https://www.vatican.va/content/
leo-xiv/en/messages/poor/documents/20250613-
messaggio-giornata-poveri.html 
 

• Pope Leo has also issued an Apostolic Exhortation, 
Dilexi te (“I Have Loved You”), which explores in 
greater depth our relationship with those who are poor. It 
encourages us to reflect on how we think about those who 
live in poverty and how we take action to address their 
plight. The text of Pope Leo’s Dilexi te may be found 
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/
apost_exhortations/documents/20251004-dilexi-te.html 
 

• The Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human 
Development has prepared some resources to assist in the 
study of Dilexi te. These may be found https://
www.humandevelopment.va/en/news/2025/
dilexi_te_esortazione_apostolica_di_papa_leone_xiv_sull
_amore_verso_i_poveri.html 
 

• The US Catholic Bishops Conference has also 
developed some resources to assist further reflection on 
Dilexi te. These may be found https://www.usccb.org/
dilexi-te#main-content 
Yours sincerely,  
Bishop Tim Harris 
Chair, Bishops Commission for Social Justice, Mission 
and Service  
Bishop of Townsville  

Parish Self-Assessment Review on Working With 
Children Check (WWCC) Registers  
 

Very Important: Fr Paul would like to ask for the as-
sistance of  all volunteers who may be required to have 
a WWCC. 
 

Examples of ministries where volunteers would require 
a WWCC include: 
 Special Religious Education Teachers,  
 Sacramental Teams,  
 Children’s Liturgy,  
 Youth Ministry, and  
 Adult Ministers of the Altar (Adult Server, Senior 
Server, Acolyte)  
Please note that this is not an exhaustive list.  
 

If you think that this applies to you, please check and 
update your WWCC and your Safeguarding Training. 
 

This data will provide evidence that our Ministry 
Teams who work directly with children are suitable, 
supported and are up to date with verified Working 
With Children Check Numbers; and, all those in volun-
teer ministries, as Mandatory Reporters, are up to date 
with their Mandatory Safeguarding Training.  

 
 

 In November, all masses to be celebrated at St 
Oliver’s will be offered for all those who have 
died, especially for those our parishioners have 
asked to be remembered. Special envelopes for 
November masses are available at the church 
foyer. The names of your departed loved ones 
will be entered in our parish’s 
Book of Remembrance which 
will be placed in front of  the 
altar during November. The 
names of the deceased will not 
be published in the bulletin in 
November, except for those recently deceased. 

 

 Important Reminder for those who 
volunteered to clean our church: Please see 
proposed cleaning roster on our Notice Board. 
Please email the parish office using this address, 
harrispark@parracatholic.org, so you can receive 
the cleaning roster via email or if you do not have 
an email address, call/leave a message on 02 
8863 8801. Thank you so much again for your 
help. 

 



 

Please pray for those who are sick, recently deceased, have an  
anniversary at this time and all those for whom you have a special intention.  

 
 

Deceased:   In November, the Church remembers all those who have died.  
   All Mass Intentions for the Deceased will be entered in the  

Book of Remembrance  
Which will be placed in front of the altar 

  and will be offered for the whole month of November. 
 

Recently Deceased:   Kevin Abood (6 November 2025) 
 

 

Sick:   John Joaquin Patacsil, Virginia, Agnes, Napoleon, Manuel & Jorge Patacsil & his families, Elizabeth, Michael 
& Maryrose Perez, Naty & Maria Aurora Degamo & Erwin Ayuste, Ellen Patacsil | All the Sick especially those who 
are sick in our parish community  
 

Special Intentions:   John Joaquin, Agnes, Napoleon, Manuel, Virginia & Jorge Patacsil & his families; Elizabeth, 
Michael & Maryrose Perez; Erwin Ayuste | For all our special intentions and for those who have asked us for prayers 
 

Thanksgiving:   For all our blessings and prayers for thanksgiving 
  

 To our parishioners who would like to request for a home or hospital visit for the sick, please call the parish office on (02) 
8863 8801 or email harrispark@parracatholic.org. For mass offerings or special intentions, you may use the envelopes provided at 
the church foyer. 

Parramatta Street Feast: 19 November 
You are warmly invited to the 
Parramatta Street Feast, a Festival 
of Welcome on 19 November 2025 
from 11am–3pm at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral Precinct, Parramatta. It’s a 
space for people from all walks of life to 
come together in a spirit of community, 
solidarity and friendship, and to enjoy 
delicious food, free services, creative 
activities and great music! You can support the Street 
Feast as a volunteer, or share your talent by hosting 
an activity table. Find out more and express your interest 
at parracatholic.org/streetfeast 
 

School Holiday Sacred Music Workshop:  
21 January 2026 
For students from years 
4 – 12 at the Cathedral. 
Please see attached flyer 
for more information or 
visit this link School 
Holiday Sacred Music 
Workshop 
Registration Form - 
January 2026  
 

Registrations close 
Wednesday 14 January  
 

Positions Vacant 
Catholic Chaplain – 
Catholic Care Western 
Sydney and the Blue 
Mountains 
Parish Secretary 
(permanent part-time) – 
Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Parish, 
Wentworthville 
 

More details at: parracatholic.org/jobs 

Bishop’s Christmas Appeal – supporting Catholic 
Care Grief and Loss Counselling 
Christmas is drawing near, and with it the 
promise that God is with us. For many in 
Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains, 
that promise is needed right now. Your 
generosity is the way to open the doors of 
hope for the broken-hearted ensuring that no one in our 
community grieves alone. Please give generously 
at parracatholic.org/appeal or scan the QR code. Thank you.  

 
New 2026 Academic Scholarship Opportunity 
Nagle College Blacktown is now offering a limited 
number of Academic Scholarships for Year 7 students 
commencing in 2026. These scholarships are intended to 
recognise exceptional academic promise and help make 
an excellent Catholic secondary girls’ education more 
accessible to families. Please review the eligibility criteria 
and application process on the school website as soon as 
possible. Learn more here: https://
www.nagleblacktown.catholic.edu.au/nagle-scholarship. 

Please pray for the children of our school and our parish who will be receiving the Sacrament of 
Confirmation next Sunday, 23rd of November at 10 am mass at St Oliver’s to be celebrated by 

Very Rev. Peter Williams. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jbDaFB4aPUOoxEvomA-kPiVIS5mgnghIrA8NBjVSYQtUOFVHOEcwNjAzVDg5VU1GUVJNVDlRU1NGVi4u&origin=QRCode
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jbDaFB4aPUOoxEvomA-kPiVIS5mgnghIrA8NBjVSYQtUOFVHOEcwNjAzVDg5VU1GUVJNVDlRU1NGVi4u&origin=QRCode
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jbDaFB4aPUOoxEvomA-kPiVIS5mgnghIrA8NBjVSYQtUOFVHOEcwNjAzVDg5VU1GUVJNVDlRU1NGVi4u&origin=QRCode
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jbDaFB4aPUOoxEvomA-kPiVIS5mgnghIrA8NBjVSYQtUOFVHOEcwNjAzVDg5VU1GUVJNVDlRU1NGVi4u&origin=QRCode
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jbDaFB4aPUOoxEvomA-kPiVIS5mgnghIrA8NBjVSYQtUOFVHOEcwNjAzVDg5VU1GUVJNVDlRU1NGVi4u&origin=QRCode


First Reading                  Malachi 3:19-20  
 

A reading from the  prophet Malachi  
 

The angel brought me to the entrance of the Temple, 
where a stream came out from under the Temple 
threshold and flowed eastwards, since the Temple faced 
east. The water flowed from under the right side of the 
Temple, south of the altar. He took me out by the north 
gate and led me right round outside as far as the outer 
east gate where the water flowed out on the right-hand 
side. He said, ‘This water flows east down to the Arabah 
and to the sea; and flowing into the sea it makes its 
waters wholesome. Wherever the river flows, all living 
creatures teeming in it will live. Fish will be very 
plentiful, for wherever the water goes it brings health, 
and life teems wherever the river flows. Along the river, 
on either bank, will grow every kind of fruit tree with 
leaves that never wither and fruit that never fails; they 
will bear new fruit every month, because this water 
comes from the sanctuary. And their fruit will be good to 
eat and the leaves medicinal.’   
 

The Word of the Lord 
 

Responsorial Psalm             Psalm  97:5–9  
 

R.  The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice.  
 

Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp  
with the sound of music.  
With trumpets and the sound of the horn  
acclaim the King, the Lord. R.  
 

Let the sea and all within it, thunder;  
the world, and all its peoples.  
Let the rivers clap their hands  
and the hills ring out their joy  
at the presence of the Lord. R.  
 

For the Lord comes,  
he comes to rule the earth.  
He will rule the world with justice  
and the people with fairness. R.  
 

Second Reading        2 Thessalonians 3:7-12  
 

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the 
Thessalonians   
 

You know how you are supposed to imitate us: now we 
were not idle when we were with you, nor did we ever 
have our meals at anyone’s table without paying for 
them; no, we worked night and day, slaving and 
straining, so as not to be a burden on any of you. This 
was not because we had no right to be, but in order to 
make ourselves an example for you to follow.  
We gave you a rule when we were with you; not to let 
anyone have any food if he refused to do any work. Now 
we hear that there are some of you who are living in 
idleness, doing no work themselves but interfering with 
everyone else’s. In the Lord Jesus Christ, we order and 
call on people of this kind to go on quietly working and 
earning the food that they eat.  
 

The Word of the Lord 
 

Gospel Acclamation         Luke 21:28  
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Lift up your heads and see; 
your redemption is near at hand. 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel             Luke 21:5-19  
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke  
 

When some were talking about the Temple, remarking 
how it was adorned with fine stonework and votive 
offerings, Jesus said, ‘All these things you are staring at 
now – the time will come when not a single stone will be 
left on another: everything will be destroyed.’ And they 
put to him this question: ‘Master,’ they said ‘when will 
this happen, then, and what sign will there be that this is 
about to take place?’  
 

‘Take care not to be deceived,’ he said ‘because many 
will come using my name and saying, “I am he” and, 
“The time is near at hand.” Refuse to join them. And 
when you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be 
frightened, for this is something that must happen but the 
end is not so soon.’ Then he said to them,  ‘Nation will 
fight against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 
There will be great earthquakes and plagues and famines 
here and there; there will be fearful sights and great signs 
from heaven.  
 

‘But before all this happens, men will seize you and 
persecute you; they will hand you over to the synagogues 
and to imprisonment, and bring you before kings and 
governors because of my name – and that will be your 
opportunity to bear witness. Keep this carefully in mind: 
you are not to prepare your defence, because I myself 
shall give you an eloquence and a wisdom that none of 
your opponents will be able to resist or contradict. You 
will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, relations 
and friends; and some of you will be put to death. You 
will be hated by all men on account of my name, but not 
a hair of your head will be lost. Your endurance will win 
you your lives.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 

 


