St. Oliver Plunkett Parish
Harris park

Website: www.stoliversharrispark.org.au

Postal Address: PO Box 9394 Harris Park NSW 2150
Office Address: 35 Wigram St, Harris Park NSW 2150
Email: harrispark@parracatholic.org

Tel: (02) 88638801

30 November 2025 | First Sunday of Advent

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

To you, I lift up my soul, O my
God. In you, I have trusted; let me
not be put to shame. Nor let my
enemies exult over me; and let none
who hope in you be put to shame.

Cf. Psalm 24:1-3
COMMUNION ANTIPHON

The Lord will bestow his bounty,
and our earth shall yield its increase.

Psalm 84:13
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No Weekday Masses till the end
of January

Weekend Mass Times
Vigil 5:30pm
8:00 am & 10:00 am

Saturday:
Sunday:

e - e e

Administrator: Fr Paul Marshall

School Principal: Pascale Rone
School Tel: (02) 8633 8300
Parish Secretary: Lilia Tolentino
Tel: (02) 8863 8801

OFFICE HOURS :
Tuesday & Friday: 10:00 am. - 3:00 pm
Wednesday:  8:00 am - 12:30pm

Sacraments @ St Oliver’s

For Baptism, Reconciliation,
First Holy Communion,
Confirmation, Marriage and
Funerals, please ring or email the
parish office for assistance.

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults)

Thinking about becoming a Catholic
or know someone who may be
interested in exploring the Catholic
faith? Contact the Parish Office for
more details on joining the RCIA
program.

Gospel Reflection —
First Sunday of Advent

“, .. stay awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord will come . ..”
Matthew 24: 37-44

The busyness of Advent waiting

She saw the posting on a professional web site: an editing position with a
major publisher of cookbooks. This was her dream job. So she re-worked and
edited her resume, wrote and re-wrote a concise cover letter that checked all
the boxes in the posting, and sent it off.

Then the first round of waiting began. But while she waited, she discretely :
asked friends in the business what they knew about the publisher and the kind :
of shop they ran. She researched the company’s most successful projects — :
and their biggest flops. She also checked out the company’s financial picture — :
how stable are they and how is their market trending? :

Then she got a call. Could she come in for an interview? Of course! she said,
trying to remain cool and professional. A day and time were arranged.

She then set to work imagining the questions she would be asked, what they
would most like to know about her and her experience and how well her skills
matched up with what the company was looking for. She also collected
samples of her work that best showcased those skills.

The first interview went well, she thought. The interviewer thanked her for
coming and said they would be in touch.

More waiting. She went over her first interview again and again, re-working

some of her answers and re-thinking her responses to questions that threw :
her. After that first interview, she had a better sense of what the company was :
looking for this hire and re-worked her portfolio. :

After what seemed like an eternity, she was called back for a second interview :
— this time with the editor she would be working for. Before the meeting, she :
was able to talk with a former boss of hers who knew the editor and the :
publisher’s work. He offered wise counsel to her on how to approach the
interview. He even offered to make a call to the editor on her behalf.

She met with the editor for over two hours. They immediately clicked,
swapping ideas like trusted colleagues. The meeting ended with an offer,
which she accepted immediately.

She owes her dream job to her ability to wait in the spirit of Advent.

We think of “waiting” as wasted time: prevented from moving while we wait :
for someone else to act. But the season of Advent calls us to more “creative” :
waiting: envisioning what is to come and making it possible for that vision to :
be realized. Waiting to T 7= pA
become, to realize, to |
complete, to restore is all
part of the human
experience — and though
such waiting can be
agonizing, frustrating, and |
terrifying, Advent is about
waiting in hope,
anticipating the good that
is possible and purpose :
that can be fulfilled in the |
dawning of God’s Christ.  |°§
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-Fr John



Other News and Events

Parramatta Street Feast 2025
Hundreds gathered at the St Patrick’s Cathedral precinct
last Wednesday to enjoy free meals, live entertainment,
and compassionate support at this year’s fifth and
largest Parramatta Street Feast!

Held under the theme ‘A Festival of Welcome’, the
community lunch was served by St. Merkorious Charity,
with support from a range of service stalls offering
activities and fun workshops from various agencies.

We thank Payce Foundation, Paynter Dixon, and all our
supporters for standing in solidarity with people
experiencing homelessness and poverty.
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St Oliver Plunkett Parish celebrates 50 years of faith and
community cont’d
Parishioners preparing dough for
R manoush
| /8 during the
St Oliver
Plunkett

)

canonisation celebrations in Harris
" Park. Image: Supplied

St Oliver Plunkett Parish celebrates 50 years of faith
and community
By Outlook Contributor, 18 November 2025 (excerpts)
St Oliver Plunkett
Parish, Harris Park,
recently marked the
e e wwapms. 50th anniversary of the
canonisation of their
patron saint with a

Loyful celebration that
I brought together politicians,
| community leaders and
* parishioners past and
{45 present. The weekend’s
@k festivities reflected both
the parish’s rich history
and the diversity of its
& faith community.
' Sunday’s 10am Mass was
concelebrated by Bishop
Vincent Long OFM Conv,
. Bishop of Parramatta
RO ol s e who processed in with
002 ’ T e Darishioners carryin

) ) Is) mbols of St (Slalverg

Plunkett: a mitre for his role as Archbishop of Armagh and
Primate of Ireland; a candle symbolising the light he brought to the
darkness of imprisonment; a chain reflecting his resilience in
captivity; and a palm leaf honouring his martyrdom.
Parish Administrator Fr Paul s e —
Marshall was proud of the N =, | S0 (
effort thatall put in to provide an
enriching spiritual experience
focused on the life of St Oliver.
Chair of the Parish Council, Jim
Hanna, was thrilled by the
community involvement. “We’re
a small parish, but it was a great
tumout. There are hundredsof =~ |
%eople who attended this parish in

Donna Davis MP's post X

This f; fundraising event all coincided with celebr.

of St Oliver's 50th Anniversat ry of

e past who éoined us for this day, particularly the Maronite
community. St Oliver’s was their parish for decades before Our Lady of
Lebanon opened. So many people told me they still have a
special connection with the parish and the school.

Parish Updates

0 Parish cleaning roster will remain posted on our
Notice Board. Please email the parish office using
this address, harrispark@parracatholic.org, so you can
receive the cleaning roster via email or if you do not
have an email address, call/leave a message on 02
8863 8801. Thank you so much again for your help.

0 Working With Children Check (WWCC)
Registers: Thank you to Victoria Micalizzi who
emailed and updated her WWCC and safeguarding
training. We ask our other parishioners to please
follow up on these requirements if these apply to you.

St Oliver Plunkett Parish celebrates 50 years of faith and

community cont’d...

0 The parish extended their thanks to all who made the
day a success, including the many politicians who
stopped by — Donna Davis MP, Julia Finn MP,
Councillor Patricia Prociv and Councillor Michael
Ng. State Member for Parramatta Donna Davis
enjoyed being part of the community atmosphere,
postm% on her Facebook page. “It was great to see
many friendly faces working hard to support their
parish with special guest, Bishop Vincent Long, who
proudly showed me his topiary handiwork — a very
impressive kangaroo and emu!” All proceeds from the
celebrations go back to the parish community who are
focused on providing a warm and welcoming space to
worship for those who live near and far.

Parish Self-Assessment Review on Working With
Children Check (WWCC) Registers

Very Important: Fr Paul would like to ask for the as-

sistance of all volunteers who may be required to have
a WWCC.

Examples of ministries where volunteers would require
a WWCC include:

Special Religious Education Teachers,

Sacramental Teams,

Children’s Liturgy,

Youth Ministry, and
] Adult Ministers of the Altar (Adult Server, Senior
Server, Acolyte)
Please note that this is not an exhaustive list.

If you think that this applies to you, please check and
update your WWCC and your Safeguarding Training.

This data will provide evidence that our Ministry
Teams who work directly with children are suitable,
supported and are up to date with verified Working
With Children Check Numbers; and, all those in volun-
teer ministries, as Mandatory Reporters, are up to date
with their Mandatory Safeguarding Training.

PARISH READING ROSTER NEXT WEEK: 6/7 December

Saturday
Sunday

5:30 pm
8:00 am

Jackie Perumal / Siji Devasia
Seini & Ipolito Lasalo

10:00 am Natasha & Kaitlyn Joseph


https://parracatholic.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=66cd269cd75f8a655b1751607&id=7bb9799ff1&e=667d4c72b7

Diocesan Notices

Bishop’s Christmas Appeal — supporting Catholic Care
Grief and Loss Counselling

Christmas is drawing near, and with it the
promise that God is with us. For many in AL
Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains, that 4 a5 X
promise is needed right now. Your generosity it

1s the way to open the doors of hope for the =  EI&EEER
broken-hearted ensuring that no one in our community
grieves alone. Please give generously at parracatholic.org/
appeal or scan the QR code. Thank you.

Donate to Jesuit Refugee Services this Christmas!

As Christmas
approaches, Jesuit
Refugee Services is
calling upon the
community to
support their work
accompanying and
serving people
seeking asylum who
are facing
homelessness.
Parishes and
communities are
invited to contribute
to JRS’ Advent
Food Drive,
collecting pantry
staples to stock their
Foodbank,
purchasing
supermarket gift
cards for groceries
over
the

AUSTRALIA
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CHRISTMAS FOOD DRIVE

«+ Cooking oil (750ml/IL) « Canned coconut milk « Laundry detergent
+ Long life full cream milk (400ml) liquid
o) + Canned plain tunainoil.  « Dishwashing liquid
« Drychickpeas (3759.1kg) (959, 190g, 425g) + Shampoo
+ Dryred lentils (375g,1kg) + Pasta « Conditioner
+ Canned tomatoes (400g) « Pasta Sauce « Soap
+ Canned chickpeas or « Instant Noodles « Deodorant
lentils (400g) + Sweet biscuits &savory  « Toothbrushes
+ Canned black, kidney or snacks « Toothpaste
cannellini beans or 4 « Salt (500g, 1kg) + Razors & shaving cream
bean mix (400g) + Sugar (5009, Tkg) + Nappies (size 4,5.6)
+ Canned veggiesor fruit  « Instant coffee & teabags Incontinence Aid (8-15
+ Canned Condensed milk (black tea) yrs, adult XL)

Supermarket gift cards ($50, $75, and
$100) also enable families to choose
the items they need most

For any questions, please contact
Vaish at foodbank@jrs.org.au

You can make a difference this Christmas. |§

Please donate to help refugees, people seeking
asylum, and their families this giving season.

holiday period or donate to their Christmas 3
Appeal. For more information about how you
can help, please contact Kristen on (02) 9§’56
3888 or email kristen.lazarus@jrs.org.au.
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Music Workshop: J ) =z

21 January 202 G
or students from years SONG!

4 — 12 at the Cathe}cllral. ANEY Selie

Please see attached flyer SCHOOINHOINMDAY

for more information or MUSEEe WoRRSHOR

visit this link School
Holiday Sacre usic &
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EXPLORATION OF SACRED MUSIC 9 g

&TIME [
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ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL, CLOISTER HALL
MORNING TEA & LUNCH PROVIDED

Noél! Noél! at St
Patrick’s Cathedral
General tickets are now
available for the

L P ST PATR ED 5
Australian Brandenburg ; SUNDAY 25 JANUARY / o
Orchestra’s much- i b
loved Noel/ N()el/ concert §~ FOR MORE INFORMATION & REGISTRATION I

ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss

at St Patrick’s Cathedral, B ‘ |
Parramatta. Join us for an unforgettable evening of festive
music in our beautiful church on Tuesday 16 December,
7.30pm. Tickets will sell quickly, so gra Xpurs today b
visiting https://www.brandenburg.com.au/live-concerts,
events/noel-noel-2025/

Caritas Australia’s
Global Gifts are
Christmas Cards with
Eurpose!

very card you buy
helps build brighter
futures for children,
women and men
experiencing hardship
e ! and poverty. By putting
your compassion into action and shopping for the Global
Gifts of your choice you will bring hope and qu, to the
world’s most vulnerable and communities, while giving
your loved ones a meaningful Christmas card. View the
range of Global Gifts: www.globalgifts.org.au

Your gift‘suppom
vulnerable
communities”

around the world.

e Caritas | Gl

Purchasing Global Gift
Christmas cards can help to
build a brighter future for children,
women and men experiencing
hardship and poverty.

www.globalgifts.org.au

DONATE NOW 1800 024 413

Starting next week, 1 December, there will be no 7 am weekday masses at St Oliver’s until the end of January but

weekend Masses will be as normal.

Intentions
=" Of The Week

Please pray for those who are sick, recently deceased, have an
anniversary at this time and all those for whom you have a special intention.

Deceased: Queenie & Nicholas Nicholas, Namtullah & Christine Coorey, Rizcullah & Patricia Coorey, Jabour &
Doura Nicholas & family, Saidie & Joseph Coorey & family, Najia & Toufic Samyia, Vincent Budwee, All deceased
members of the Nicholas, Budwee & Norman families | Namtallah & Patrick Malkoun | Frank & Ray Malkoun |
Romanos Malkoun| Samiha Frome | Joe & Clare Boulous, Isaac Moses, Ruby Moses | Artemio, Abraham, Augustus,
Rebecca & Tranquilina Patacsil; Yolanda & Donald Muir; Rachael Sumagui, Melissa, Rebecca Llanillo, Luzviminda
Nolasco | David (Dib) & Theresia Romanos | Romanos Family | Pamela Romanos |[Evelyn Betros | Tony & Samira
Abood & their Family | Fred Betros Family | Constanton Family | All Holy Souls in Purgatory especially for those who

have no one praying for them

Recently Deceased: Julieta F. Gonzaga | Kevin Abood | Fahim Laoulach

Sick: John Joaquin Patacsil, Virginia, Agnes, Napoleon, Manuel & Jorge Patacsil & his families, Elizabeth, Michael
& Maryrose Perez, Naty & Maria Aurora Degamo & Erwin Ayuste, Ellen Patacsil | All the Sick especially those who

are sick in our parish community

Special Intentions: John Joaquin, Agnes, Napoleon, Manuel, Virginia & Jorge Patacsil & his families; Elizabeth,
Michael & Maryrose Perez; Erwin Ayuste | For all our special intentions and for those who have asked us for prayers

Thanksgiving: Luigi, Jackie & Jonathan Perumal | For all our blessings and prayers for thanksgiving

To our parishioners who would like to request for a home or hospital visit for the sick, please call the parish office on (02)
8863 8801 or email harrispark@parracatholic.org. For mass offerings or special intentions, you may use the envelopes provided at

the church foyer.


https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jbDaFB4aPUOoxEvomA-kPiVIS5mgnghIrA8NBjVSYQtUOFVHOEcwNjAzVDg5VU1GUVJNVDlRU1NGVi4u&origin=QRCode
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jbDaFB4aPUOoxEvomA-kPiVIS5mgnghIrA8NBjVSYQtUOFVHOEcwNjAzVDg5VU1GUVJNVDlRU1NGVi4u&origin=QRCode
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jbDaFB4aPUOoxEvomA-kPiVIS5mgnghIrA8NBjVSYQtUOFVHOEcwNjAzVDg5VU1GUVJNVDlRU1NGVi4u&origin=QRCode
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jbDaFB4aPUOoxEvomA-kPiVIS5mgnghIrA8NBjVSYQtUOFVHOEcwNjAzVDg5VU1GUVJNVDlRU1NGVi4u&origin=QRCode
https://www.brandenburg.com.au/live-concerts/events/noel-noel-2025/
https://www.brandenburg.com.au/live-concerts/events/noel-noel-2025/

Mass Rgadings

: First Reading
‘A reading from the prophet Isaiah

: The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, concerning Judah and
: Jerusalem.

: In the days to come

: the mountain of the Temple of the Lord

- shall tower above the mountains

- and be lifted higher than the hills.

: All the nations will stream to it,

- peoples without number will come to it; and they will say:
:'Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
: to the Temple of the God of Jacob

- that he may teach us his ways

- so that we may walk in his paths;

: since the Law will go out from Zion,

- and the oracle of the Lord from Jerusalem.'

- He will wield authority over the nations

- and adjudicate between many peoples;

: these will hammer their swords into ploughshares,
: their spears into sickles.

- Nation will not lift sword against nation,

: there will be no more training for war

: O House of Jacob, come,

- let us walk in the light of the Lord.

: The Word of the Lord

: Responsorial Psalm Psalm 121:1-2, 4-5, 6-9

‘R

: I rejoiced when I heard them say:
:'Let us go to God's house.'

: And now our feet are standing

- within your gates, O Jerusalem. ®,

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

- It is there that the tribes go up,

- the tribes of the Lord.

: For Israel's law it is,

: there to praise the Lord's name.

: There were set the thrones of judgement
: of the house of David. ®,

: For the peace of Jerusalem pray:
: 'Peace be to your homes!

: May peace reign in your walls,

- in your palaces, peace!' R,

: For love of my brethren and friends
: I say: 'Peace upon you!'

- For love of the house of the Lord
-1 will ask for your good. R,

: Second Reading Romans 13:11-14

: A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

- You know 'the time' has come: you must wake up now:

- our salvation is even nearer than it was when we were

: converted. The night is almost over, it will be daylight

- soon - let us give up all the things we prefer to do under

- cover of the dark; let us arm ourselves and appear in the
:light. Let us live decently as people do in the daytime: no

oo

.

The Word of the Lord

: Alleluia!

Isaiah 2:1-5 | drunken orgies, no promiscuity or licentiousness, and no :

wrangling or jealousy. Let your armour be the Lord Jesus:

¢ Christ.

Gospel Acclamation Ps 84:8

i Alleluia, alleluia!
¢ Lord, show us your mercy and love,

and grant us your salvation.

Gospel Matthew 24:37-44 :

P A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew :

¢ Jesus said to his disciples: 'As it was in Noah's day, so

will it be when the Son of Man comes. For in those days :

: before the Flood people were eating, drinking, taking

wives, taking husbands, right up to the day Noah went
into the ark, and they suspected nothing till the Flood
came and swept all away. It will be like this when the

¢ Son of Man comes. Then of two men in the fields one is
! taken, one left; of two women at the millstone grinding,

one is taken, one left.

: 'So stay awake, because you do not know the day when

your master is coming. You may be quite sure of this that:

: if the householder had known at what time of the night

the burglar would come, he would have stayed awake
and would not have allowed anyone to break through the :
wall of his house. Therefore, you too must stand ready

i because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not :
{ expect.’ :

The Gospel of the Lord.




