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14 December 2025 | Third Sunday of  Advent  

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I 
say, rejoice.  
Indeed, the Lord is near. 
 

   Philippians 4:4-5 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
 

Say to the faint of heart: Be strong 
and do not fear.  
Behold, our God will come, and he 
will save us.          
       Cf. Isaiah 35:4 

No Weekday Masses till the end 
of January  
 

Weekend Mass Times 

Saturday:    Vigil 5:30pm 

Sunday: 8:00 am & 10:00 am 

Administrator: Fr Paul Marshall 

School Principal: Pascale Rone 

           School Tel: (02) 8633 8300 

Parish Secretary: Lilia Tolentino 

                       Tel: (02) 8863 8801 
 

OFFICE HOURS :  

Tuesday & Friday:  10:00 am. - 3:00 pm 

Wednesday:      8:00 am - 12:30pm 
 

Sacraments @ St Oliver’s 

For Baptism, Reconciliation, 
First Holy Communion, 
Confirmation, Marriage and 
Funerals, please ring or email the 
parish office for assistance. 
 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults) 
 

Thinking about becoming a Catholic 
or know someone who may be 
interested in exploring the Catholic 
faith? Contact the Parish Office for 
more details on joining the RCIA 
program. 

  
Gospel Reflection –  
 

 Third Sunday of Advent 
  

“Go and tell John what you hear and see . . .” Matthew 11: 2-11 
 

“A Christmas Carol” 
 

At It has been called the second greatest Christmas story of all time: Charles 
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol.  
  

Most of us know the story. Ebenezer Scrooge is the miserly merchant who 
despises Christmas as a useless “humbug.” He resents the good cheer and 
generosity of heart that the holiday engenders. “A poor excuse for picking a 
man’s pocket every twenty-fifth of December,” he sneers. 
  

On Christmas Eve, Scrooge is visited by the ghost of his old business partner, 
Jacob Marley. Marley tells Scrooge that he will be visited by three spirits. The 
first, the Spirit of Christmas past, takes the old miser back to his boyhood 
home, where he sees his beloved sister Fan, the sole love and joy in their strict, 
austere household. He returns to the counting house where he apprenticed 
under old Fezziwig, who treated Scrooge with kindness and respect. And he 
painfully relives the end of his relationship with Belle, the love of his life, who 
breaks her engagement with Scrooge because, she says, his love for her has 
been replaced by a “new idol . . . Gain.” 
  

Scrooge’s second visitor, the Spirit of Christmas Present, makes Scrooge see 
the realities that his avarice and greed have made him blind to: a nephew and 
family who care about Scrooge despite his contempt; the joy and kindness of 
the Cratchits and the family of Scrooge’s ill-treated and poorly paid 
clerk. Scrooge is also forced to confront the suffering endured by society’s 
most vulnerable and helpless because of greed - his greed.  
  

And the long night of visions end with Scrooge realizing the sad, dark legacy he 
will leave behind. Abandoned by the Spirit of Christmas to Yet to Come at his 
own grave, Scrooge cries to heaven: “Are these the shadows of the things that 
Will be, or are they shadows of the things that May be, only?” 
  

As Christmas morning dawns, Scrooge no longer sees in shadows; he no longer 
finds comfort in darkness; he no longer dismisses Christmas as a “humbug.” 
  

Ebenezer Scrooge is transported to the “desert” of his heart where the three 
Spirits prophetically open his eyes to the love he has rejected, the mercy he 
has withheld, the good will he has spurned. This Advent season calls us to the 
wilderness of our own hearts to see the love we take for granted, the love we 
fail to see, the love that remains despite ourselves.  
 

John’s call to transform our lives in the justice and mercy of God certainly 
resonates in our broken hearts and despairing spirits — but are we willing to 
take on the hard work of converting and re-creating those hearts?  
 

May we be “visited” by the Spirit of Christmas in the days ahead, opening our 
eyes and hearts to see in the light of the Child 
of Bethlehem what we want our lives to be for 
and about and, by God’s grace, continue that 
work of re-creation in every season of our 
lives.   

  
- Fr John 
 

 
 
 

 



Mount Druitt Combined Churches Christmas Day 
Community Lunch: 25 December  

Don’t spend Christmas 
alone. A free Christmas 
Day lunch hosted by Mt 
Druitt Combined Churches 
on Thursday 25 December 
from 11am, with Holy 
Family Parish, Mt Druitt as 
the venue host. All are 
warmly 
welcome. Registration is 
essential. For more 
information and to register, 
please visit https://
www.facebook.com/
MtDruittChristmasLunch 
 

 

Baulkham Hills Christmas Luncheon: 25 December 
The Parish of Baulkham Hills are are hosting a Christmas 
Lunch for anyone who will be on their own on Christmas 
Day. You may be in town for a visit, or just moved into the 
area, or may simply be unable to share Christmas Day with 

your loved ones. So 
come and share it with 
us. It will be held on 
Thursday 25 December 
in and around the St 
Michael’s Prmary 
School hall, and 
everyone is welcome, 
families and 
individuals. But places 
are limited, so you will 
need to register to 
attend. For more 
information, contact the 
parish office on (02) 

9639 0598 or email baulkhamhills@parracatholic.org. 

PARISH READING ROSTER NEXT WEEK: 20/21 December  
 
 

Saturday 

Sunday 

   5:30 pm 

   8:00 am 

Gerard Pinto / Robert Aquino 

Emelia & Judith Buehler 

 

10:00 am 
 
 

 

Geoff & Monica Officer 

     

Seminarians deepen their commitment with vows 
for Admission to Candidacy 
Holy Spirit 
seminarians 
Jeffrey Hood, 
Macky Amores, 
Luke Huynh, 
Paul Tran and 
Jose Velentine 
Lim, after the 
Mass at St 
Oliver 
Plunkett's, 
Harris Park. 
Image: Alphonsus Fok/Diocese of Parramatta  
 

It was with an overwhelming sense of joy, anticipation and 
a few tears that five seminarians from the Diocese of 
Parramatta recently undertook the Rite of Admission to 
Candidacy for the priesthood.  
 

They are all students at the Holy Spirit Seminary at Harris 
Park, and for them affirming their vows for Candidacy is 
one of the final steps in their long journey to becoming 
priests. The Mass was held in St Oliver Plunkett’s Parish, 
Harris Park, on 8 November and was celebrated by Bishop 
Vincent Long OFM Conv, Bishop of Parramatta, in front of 
family, friends and excited parishioners.  
In his homily, Bishop Vincent said Candidacy formalises 
the commitment of the seminarians “to self-sacrifice, 
humble service and servant leadership. It is to follow the 
example of Christ who came not to be served but to serve”.  
 
Migrant Jubilee Cross visits the Diocese of Parramatta 
To mark the end of the Jubilee Year, the Vatican’s Migrant 
Jubilee Cross will be visiting several parishes in the Diocese 
of Parramatta from 5-11 January. For one week, the Diocese 
of Parramatta will come alive with celebrations that 
recognise the faith, gifts and resilience of migrant 
communities who have enriched our parishes, schools and 
communities. Bring your friends and family to experience 
the Migrant Jubilee Cross Pilgrimage at a parish near you.  
 

Learn more at parracatholic.org/migrant-jubilee-cross. 

Parish Self-Assessment Review on Working With 
Children Check (WWCC) Registers  
 

Very Important: Fr Paul would like to ask for the as-
sistance of  all volunteers who may be required to have 
a WWCC. 
 

Examples of ministries where volunteers would require 
a WWCC include: 
 Special Religious Education Teachers,  
 Sacramental Teams,  
 Children’s Liturgy,  
 Youth Ministry, and  
 Adult Ministers of the Altar (Adult Server, Senior 
Server, Acolyte)  
Please note that this is not an exhaustive list.  
 

If you think that this applies to you, please check and 
update your WWCC and your Safeguarding Training. 
 

This data will provide evidence that our Ministry 
Teams who work directly with children are suitable, 
supported and are up to date with verified Working 
With Children Check Numbers; and, all those in volun-
teer ministries, as Mandatory Reporters, are up to date 
with their Mandatory Safeguarding Training.  

Sacrament of Reconciliation and  
First Eucharist 2026 Registration at  
St Oliver’s  
 

Dear Parents and Carers, please complete 
the form in the link given below, if you 
wish to begin preparation of your child for the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation and First Eucharist in 
2026. This will take place through a formation, family-
centred community process. The requirement by CSPD 
is that your child is at least 8 years old in order to 
receive both Sacraments.  Please submit applications by 
30th January 2026.   
 

Please note that we generally celebrate the Sacrament 
during Holy Week. This date is to be confirmed.   
 

The registration link for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation and Eucharist in 2026 — 
  

 https://forms.gle/BJP355dqb1mpqz419 
 
(This message is from our Sacramental Coordinator) 



 

Please pray for those who are sick, recently deceased, have an  
anniversary at this time and all those for whom you have a special intention.  

 
 

Deceased:  Queenie & Nicholas Nicholas, Namtullah & Christine Coorey, Rizcullah & Patricia Coorey, Jeanette & 
Veronica Coorey, Jabour & Doura Nicholas & family, Saidie & Joseph Coorey & family, Najia & Toufic Samyia, 
Vincent Budwee, All deceased members of the Nicholas, Budwee & Norman families | Namtallah & Patrick Malkoun | 
Frank & Ray Malkoun | Romanos Malkoun| Samiha Frome | Joe & Clare Boulous, Isaac Moses, Ruby Moses | 
Artemio, Abraham, Augustus, Rebecca & Tranquilina Patacsil; Yolanda & Donald Muir; Rachael Sumagui, Melissa, 
Rebecca Llanillo, Luzviminda Nolasco | David (Dib) & Theresia Romanos  | Romanos Family | Pamela Romanos 
|Evelyn Betros | Tony & Samira Abood & their Family | Fred Betros Family | Constanton Family | All Holy Souls in 
Purgatory especially for those who have no one praying for them   
   

Recently Deceased:   Julieta F. Gonzaga | Kevin Abood  | Fahim Laoulach 
 

 

Sick:   John Joaquin Patacsil, Virginia, Agnes, Napoleon, Manuel & Jorge Patacsil & his families, Elizabeth, Michael 
& Maryrose Perez, Naty & Maria Aurora Degamo & Erwin Ayuste, Ellen Patacsil | All the Sick especially those who 
are sick in our parish community  
 

Special Intentions:   John Joaquin Patacsil, Virginia, Agnes, Napoleon, Manuel, & Jorge Patacsil & his families; 
Elizabeth, Michael & Maryrose Perez; Naty & Maria Aurora Degamo & Erwin Ayuste & Ellen Patacsil | For all our 
special intentions and for those who have asked us for prayers 
 

Thanksgiving:   Luigi, Jackie & Jonathan Perumal | For all our blessings and prayers for thanksgiving 
  

 To our parishioners who would like to request for a home or hospital visit for the sick, please call the parish office on (02) 
8863 8801 or email harrispark@parracatholic.org. For mass offerings or special intentions, you may use the envelopes provided at 
the church foyer. 

The Advent Wreath - Third Sunday of Advent  
 

Gaudete Sunday 
 

REJOICE 
 

Today we light the Third Candle of Advent, known as the 
Shepherd’s Candle or the 
Candle of Joy. The pink 
colour symbolizes the joy 
of Christ’s coming,  
the advent of the Savior 
into our hearts as he also 
came into the hearts of 
the shepherds. 
 

Celebrant: God of joy, it 
is in your love that we 
find lasting joy. Keep us 
from seeking happiness 
in things that will not 
last, for we brought nothing into this world and can take 
nothing out of it. Teach us instead to find joy in the gift 
of your Son, who came into this world with nothing, yet 
gave us everything. May his joy bubble up in our hearts 
and overflow to all we meet this Advent season. Amen.

 
 

Starting 1st December, there will be no 7 am weekday masses at St Oliver’s until the end of January but weekend 
Masses will be as normal. 

Bishop’s Christmas Appeal – supporting Catholic Care 
Grief and Loss Counselling 
Thank you for helping heal broken hearts this Christmas.  
The money raised will support Catholic 
Care’s counsellors to continue bringing 
comfort and hope when it’s needed most. 
Your kindness provides professional 
counselling, tailored care plans and the 
training that equips our team to serve with 
wisdom and compassion. If you haven’t had a chance to 
donate, please visit parracatholic.org/appeal or scan this 
QR code. Thank you. 
 

Donate to Jesuit Refugee Services this Christmas! 
As Christmas approaches, Jesuit Refugee Services is 
calling upon the community to support their work 
accompanying and serving people seeking 
asylum who are facing homelessness. 
Parishes and communities are invited to 
contribute to JRS’ Advent Food Drive, 
collecting pantry staples to stock their 
Foodbank, purchasing supermarket gift cards 
for groceries over the holiday period or 
donate to their Christmas Appeal. For more information 
about how you can help, please contact Kristen on (02) 
9356 3888 or email kristen.lazarus@jrs.org.au. 
 

Grab your FREE copy of the Catholic 
Outlook Magazine!  
The latest quarterly edition of the Catholic 
Outlook Magazine is out now, keeping you connected 
with exciting news and events in the Diocese of 
Parramatta. In this Advent/Summer edition, you will find: 
Bishop Vincent’s Christmas message 
The Migrant Jubilee cross visiting Western Sydney 
Stories of love at the annual Wedding Anniversary Mass 
Reflections for the Advent and Christmas season 
Pick up your copy from your church or parish office 
today! Also available online via catholicoutlook.org/
magazine 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

 Joy 

CONGRATULATIONS and 
WELCOME  to Sylvie Joy who 
will  receive the Sacrament of 
Baptism this Saturday,  the  
13th  of  December 2025 at St  

Oliver’s. We pray and ask God to bless 
you and your  family. 



First Reading                   Isaiah 35:1-6,10 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
 

Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult, 
let the wasteland rejoice and bloom, 
let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil, 
let it rejoice and sing for joy. 
 

The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it, 
the splendour of Carmel and Sharon; 
they shall see the glory of the Lord, 
the splendour of our God. 
 

Strengthen all weary hands, 
steady all trembling knees 
and say to all faint hearts, 
‘Courage! Do not be afraid. 
 

‘Look, your God is coming, 
vengeance is coming, 
the retribution of God; 
he is coming to save you.’ 
 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
the ears of the deaf unsealed, 
then the lame shall leap like a deer 
and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy 
for those the Lord has ransomed shall return. 
 

They will come to Zion shouting for joy, 
everlasting joy on their faces; 
joy and gladness will go with them 
and sorrow and lament be ended. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
Responsorial Psalm              Psalm 145:6-10 
 

R.  Lord, come and save us.  
 

It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, who is just to those 
who are oppressed. It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 
the Lord, who sets prisoners free. R.  
 

It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, who raises up 
those who are bowed down, the Lord, who protects the 
stranger and upholds the widow and orphan. R.  
 

It is the Lord who loves the just but thwarts the path of 
the wicked. The Lord will reign for ever, Zion's God, 
from age to age. R.  
 
Second Reading        James 5:7-10  
 

A reading from the letter of St James  
 

Everything Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. 
Think of a farmer: how patiently he waits for the precious 
fruit of the ground until it has had the autumn rains and 
the spring rains! You too have to be patient; do not lose 
heart, because the Lord’s coming will be soon. Do not 
make complaints against one another, brothers, so as not 
to be brought to judgement yourselves; the Judge is 
already to be seen waiting at the gates. For your example, 
brothers, in submitting with patience, take the prophets 
who spoke in the name of the Lord.  
 

The Word of the Lord 
 

Gospel Acclamation       Isaiah 61:1 (Luke 4:18) 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 
he sent me to bring Good News to the poor. 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel                 Matthew 11:2-11  
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew  
 

John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing and he 
sent his disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one who is to 
come, or have we got to wait for someone else?’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Go back and tell John what you hear and see; 
the blind see again, and the lame walk, lepers are 
cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised to life 
and the Good News is proclaimed to the poor; and happy 
is the man who does not lose faith in me.’ 
  

 As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to talk to 
the people about John: ‘What did you go out into the 
wilderness to see? A reed swaying in the breeze? No? 
Then what did you go out to see? A man wearing fine 
clothes? Oh no, those who wear fine clothes are to be 
found in palaces. Then what did you go out for? To see a 
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and much more than a prophet: 
he is the one of whom scripture says: 
 

‘Look, I am going to send my messenger before you; 
he will prepare your way before you. 
 

‘I tell you solemnly, of all the children born of women, a 
greater than John the Baptist has never been seen; yet the 
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he is.’ 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 


