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7 December 2025 | Second Sunday of  Advent  

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
 

O people of Sion, behold, the Lord 
will come to save the nations, and 
the Lord will make the glory of his 
voice heard in the joy of your heart. 
 

          Cf. Isaiah 30:19, 30 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
 

Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the 
heights, and behold the joy which 
comes to you from God. 
 

     Baruch 5:5; 4:36 

No Weekday Masses till the end 
of January  
 

Weekend Mass Times 

Saturday:    Vigil 5:30pm 

Sunday: 8:00 am & 10:00 am 

Administrator: Fr Paul Marshall 

School Principal: Pascale Rone 

           School Tel: (02) 8633 8300 

Parish Secretary: Lilia Tolentino 

                       Tel: (02) 8863 8801 
 

OFFICE HOURS :  

Tuesday & Friday:  10:00 am. - 3:00 pm 

Wednesday:      8:00 am - 12:30pm 
 

Sacraments @ St Oliver’s 

For Baptism, Reconciliation, 
First Holy Communion, 
Confirmation, Marriage and 
Funerals, please ring or email the 
parish office for assistance. 
 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults) 
 

Thinking about becoming a Catholic 
or know someone who may be 
interested in exploring the Catholic 
faith? Contact the Parish Office for 
more details on joining the RCIA 
program. 

  
Gospel Reflection –  
 

Second Sunday of Advent 
  

John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the desert of Judea and saying, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Matthew 3: 1-2 
 

The power of greed 
 

At the outbreak of World War II, Langdon Gilkey was a young American 
teaching at Yenching University near Peking.  The Japanese ordered Gilkey and 
all foreigners confined to an internment camp at Weihsien. Gilkey recounts the 
two years of their confinement in his 1966 memoir Shantung Compound.  
 

The 2,000 detainees were spared the tortures and beatings suffered by military 
prisoners, but they nevertheless had to endure the nightmare of living 
crowded together in horribly unsanitary conditions, with never enough food to 
eat, the constant lack of medical care, bone-numbing winter cold, and sheer 
boredom eating into their sanity. The first efforts at organizing the menagerie 
of strangers showed some promise, but it became clear that a community 
requires more than providing for necessities.  If they were to survive, a respect 
for the dignity of everyone and a sense of responsibility for the common good 
had to be embraced by all — but self-interest soon became the norm at 
Shantung. Gilkey’s confidence in the innate goodness and rationality of 
humanity faded as he watched fellow prisoners prioritize their own comfort 
and security over the protection of the weak and vulnerable. 
 

For Gilkey, the ugliest moment came in January 1944, when 1,500 parcels 
arrived from the Red Cross, filled with food, medicine and warm clothing. For 
the first time, hope filled the camp as the parcels were unloaded. The Japanese 
had planned to distribute the parcels to everyone — but the boxes were 
labelled “American Red Cross” and a small group of seven Americans 
demanded that only Americans were entitled to the contents. The distribution 
of the parcels was delayed for several days while the commandant consulted 
his superiors.   
 

 “A community where everyone had long forgotten whether a man was 
American or British, white, Negro, Jew, Parsee, or Indian, had suddenly 
disintegrated into a brawling, bitterly divided collection of hostile national 
groups,” Gilkey writes. “Ironically, our wondrous Christmas gift brought in its 
wake the exact opposite of peace on earth.” 
 

 Attempts by Gilkey and a few others to persuade Americans to share what 
they viewed as “American property” failed. As the young American teacher 
witnessed the power of greed at work, “for the first time, I felt fundamentally 
humiliated at being an American.” 
 

(In the end, the Japanese distributed the parcels to every internee; one 
hundred extra parcels, originally promised to the Americans, were sent to 
other camps.) 
 

 The same destructive power of self-interest that Langdon Gilkey witnessed in 
China is confronted by John the Baptist in his preaching at the Jordan. In this 
Advent season of gift-giving and “good will,” John calls us to realize how our 
self-centeredness and obtuseness to the needs of the poor and vulnerable 
are the principal obstacles to realizing the reign of God. The many elements 
of our Christmas celebration mean little unless they point to the Christ who 
comes to reconcile us to God and to one another, the Christ who illuminates 
our spirits with the light of God’s love and compassion, the Christ who 
teaches us the ways of the Father’s justice and peace.   

  
- Fr John 
 

 
 



Mt Schoenstatt Advent and Christmas Carols:  
13 December 
Come and prepare your hearts for the coming of Christ at 
the Advent and Christmas Carols at Mt Schonestatt 
Family Hall, 230 Fairlight Road Mulgoa on Saturday 13 
December from 7pm. All children are encouraged to 
arrive by 6.45pm dressed as angels or shepherds. Contact 
Sr. M. Rita for more details: 0493 026 
628 srrita@schoenstatt.org.au 
 

Mount Druitt Combined 
Churches Christmas Day 
Community Lunch:  
25 December  
Don’t spend Christmas alone. 
A free Christmas Day lunch 
hosted by Mt Druitt Combined 
Churches on Thursday 25 
December from 11am, with 
Holy Family Parish, Mt Druitt 
as the venue host. All are 
warmly welcome. Registration 
is essential.For more 
information and to register, 
please visit https://
www.facebook.com/
MtDruittChristmasLunch 
 

Baulkham Hills Christmas Luncheon: 25 December 
The Parish of Baulkham Hills are are hosting a Christmas 
Lunch for anyone who will be on their own on Christmas 
Day. You may be in town for a visit, or just moved into the 
area, or may simply be unable to share Christmas Day with 
your loved ones. So come and share it with us. It will be held 
on Thursday 25 December in and around the St Michael’s 
Prmary School hall, and everyone is welcome, families and 
individuals. But places are limited, so you will need to 
register to attend. For more information, contact the parish 
office on (02) 9639 0598 or 
email baulkhamhills@parracatholic.org. 

PARISH READING ROSTER NEXT WEEK: 13/14 December  
 
 

Saturday 

Sunday 

   5:30 pm 

   8:00 am 

Kristine Alba / Jim Hanna 

Anthony Melham / Katherine Katrib 

 

10:00 am 
 
 

 

Carol Isaac / Nick Tagnipis 

     

Parramatta youth pilgrims shine at ACYF in Melbourne 
By Outlook contributor, 2 December 2025  
 

Across 
Melbourne’s 
streets, churches, 
and festival 
spaces, young 
pilgrims from 
the Diocese of 
Parramatta have 
brought energy, 
faith and joy to this year’s Australian Catholic Youth 
Festival (ACYF). Among some 6,000 young people 
gathered from across Australia, 150 from Western Sydney 
and the Blue Mountains are showing their leadership, 
creativity and heartfelt commitment to living their faith.   
 

The Diocese’s youth have been visible in every corner at 
ACYF, leading music in prayer spaces, guiding workshops, 
and sharing their stories.   
 

Chris Solo and other Diocesan musicians lifted hearts in the 
WYD Cross and Icon chapel, while MET facilitators 
Donnie Velasco, Claudine Bautista, and Rachael Kama 
invited young Catholics into deeper prayer and community 
in their workshop, ‘Becoming Voice and Vessel: Echoes of 

Praise’.   
 

Later in the evening, two young 
pilgrims, Oscar and Angelina, 
represented the Diocese at the 
Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference’s Bishop and Young 
People’s Dinner, sharing insights 
and challenges from their 
generation with bishops from 
across Australia.   

 

A community of faith  
From singing, prayer and worship in the presence of the 
World Youth Day Cross and Icon, to joining in creative 
moments of reflection and music at the Opening Plenary, 
youth from Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains are 
embodying the joy, courage and openness at the heart of the 
pilgrimage.  

Parish Self-Assessment Review on Working With 
Children Check (WWCC) Registers  
 

Very Important: Fr Paul would like to ask for the as-
sistance of  all volunteers who may be required to have 
a WWCC. 
 

Examples of ministries where volunteers would require 
a WWCC include: 
 Special Religious Education Teachers,  
 Sacramental Teams,  
 Children’s Liturgy,  
 Youth Ministry, and  
 Adult Ministers of the Altar (Adult Server, Senior 
Server, Acolyte)  
Please note that this is not an exhaustive list.  
 

If you think that this applies to you, please check and 
update your WWCC and your Safeguarding Training. 
 

This data will provide evidence that our Ministry 
Teams who work directly with children are suitable, 
supported and are up to date with verified Working 
With Children Check Numbers; and, all those in volun-
teer ministries, as Mandatory Reporters, are up to date 
with their Mandatory Safeguarding Training.  

St Oliver Plunkett Parish celebrates 50 years of faith and 
community cont’d... 
An unusual parish beginning   
The 50-year anniversary gave time to reflect on the Parish’s 
unusual and unique history. The land was previously owned 
by a wealthy merchant, Jack McCredie. The land included his 
mansion – Kenilworth House, the current Holy Spirit 
Seminary. In his will, Jack decreed that no portion of his land 
at Harris Park should ever become associated with 
Catholicism.  
 

However, in 1926, when his home and land went up for 
auction, a group of Catholics, including the Sisters of Mercy 
and Granville Parish Priest, Fr Sheey, got together and raised 
the money to buy the mansion and land. Kenilworth House 
became the Convent of Mercy and juniorate for those 
considering becoming nuns and was dedicated Mary’s 
Mount.  
 

When the Convent was established, plans were made to build 
a church and school on the adjacent land and the foundation 
stone was laid in October 1929. The first Mass was celebrated 
on Christmas Day 1929. In 1930, the school/church, dedicated 
to the-then Blessed Oliver Plunkett, opened its doors.  
 

Today, St Oliver Plunkett Parish boasts a thriving community 
of dedicated parishioners and volunteers who provide a warm 
and welcoming space to worship and be part of the life of the 
broader Harris Park community through their many ministries 
and services.     
 

This celebration aligns with the Diocesan Pastoral Plan 
priority of Community and the objectives of being a Church 
renewed in spirit and prayer. Visit Synodality to learn more.  



 

Please pray for those who are sick, recently deceased, have an  
anniversary at this time and all those for whom you have a special intention.  

 
 

Deceased:  Queenie & Nicholas Nicholas, Namtullah & Christine Coorey, Rizcullah & Patricia Coorey, Jeanette & 
Veronica Coorey, Jabour & Doura Nicholas & family, Saidie & Joseph Coorey & family, Najia & Toufic Samyia, 
Vincent Budwee, All deceased members of the Nicholas, Budwee & Norman families | Namtallah & Patrick Malkoun | 
Frank & Ray Malkoun | Romanos Malkoun| Samiha Frome | Joe & Clare Boulous, Isaac Moses, Ruby Moses | 
Artemio, Abraham, Augustus, Rebecca & Tranquilina Patacsil; Yolanda & Donald Muir; Rachael Sumagui, Melissa, 
Rebecca Llanillo, Luzviminda Nolasco | David (Dib) & Theresia Romanos  | Romanos Family | Pamela Romanos 
|Evelyn Betros | Tony & Samira Abood & their Family | Fred Betros Family | Constanton Family | All Holy Souls in 
Purgatory especially for those who have no one praying for them   
   

Recently Deceased:   Julieta F. Gonzaga | Kevin Abood  | Fahim Laoulach 
 

 

Sick:   John Joaquin Patacsil, Virginia, Agnes, Napoleon, Manuel & Jorge Patacsil & his families, Elizabeth, Michael 
& Maryrose Perez, Naty & Maria Aurora Degamo & Erwin Ayuste, Ellen Patacsil | All the Sick especially those who 
are sick in our parish community  
 

Special Intentions:   John Joaquin, Agnes, Napoleon, Manuel, Virginia & Jorge Patacsil & his families; Elizabeth, 
Michael & Maryrose Perez; Erwin Ayuste | For all our special intentions and for those who have asked us for prayers 
 

Thanksgiving:   Luigi, Jackie & Jonathan Perumal | For all our blessings and prayers for thanksgiving 
  

 To our parishioners who would like to request for a home or hospital visit for the sick, please call the parish office on (02) 
8863 8801 or email harrispark@parracatholic.org. For mass offerings or special intentions, you may use the envelopes provided at 
the church foyer. 

The Advent Wreath - Second Sunday of Advent  
 

Last Sunday we lit the 
First Candle in our 
Advent Wreath, and 
celebrated the patriarchs, 
this First Candle 
reminded us of our hope 
in Christ. We light it 
again as we remember 
our Saviour, born a king 
in the line of King 
David. Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem, and we 
believe that he will come 
again to fulfil all of 
God's promises to us, to rule the world wisely and bless 
all nations.  
 
Now we light the Second Candle of Advent, the Candle 
of Peace. We remember the prophets who spoke of the 
coming of Christ, of how a Saviour would be born, a 
king in the line of King David. The prophet Isaiah called 
Christ "the Prince of Peace". They told us how he would 
rule the world wisely and bless all the nations.  
 
Celebrant:  Let us pray, 
 
All:  Lord Jesus, Light of the World, the prophets 
said you would bring peace and save your people 
from trouble. Give peace in our hearts at 
Christmastide. We ask that as we wait for you to 
come again, that you would remain present with us. 
Help us today, and everyday to worship you, to hear 
your word, and to do your will by  sharing your 
peace with each other. We ask it in the name of the 
one who was born in Bethlehem.  
 

Amen. 

 
 

Starting 1st December, there will be no 7 am weekday masses at St Oliver’s until the end of January but weekend 
Masses will be as normal. 

Bishop’s Christmas Appeal – supporting Catholic Care 
Grief and Loss Counselling 
Thank you for helping heal broken hearts this Christmas 
Because of your compassion, our Bishop’s 
Christmas Appeal raised money to support 
Catholic Care’s counsellors to continue 
bringing comfort and hope when it’s needed 
most. Your kindness provides professional 
counselling, tailored care plans and the 
training that equips our team to serve with wisdom and 
compassion. If you haven’t had a chance to donate, please 
visit parracatholic.org/appeal or scan this QR code. 
Thank you. 
 

Donate to Jesuit Refugee Services this Christmas! 
As Christmas approaches, Jesuit Refugee 
Services is calling upon the community to 
support their work accompanying and serving 
people seeking asylum who are facing 
homelessness. Parishes and communities are 
invited to contribute to JRS’ Advent Food 
Drive, collecting pantry staples to stock their 
Foodbank, purchasing supermarket gift cards for groceries 
over the holiday period or donate to their Christmas 
Appeal. For more information about how you can help, 
please contact Kristen on (02) 9356 3888 or 
email kristen.lazarus@jrs.org.au. 
 

Grab your FREE copy of the Catholic 
Outlook Magazine!  
The latest quarterly edition of the Catholic 
Outlook Magazine is out now, keeping you connected 
with exciting news and events in the Diocese of 
Parramatta. In this Advent/Summer edition, you will find: 
Bishop Vincent’s Christmas message 
The Migrant Jubilee cross visiting Western Sydney 
Stories of love at the annual Wedding Anniversary Mass 
Reflections for the Advent and Christmas season 
Pick up your copy from your church or parish office 
today! Also available online via catholicoutlook.org/
magazine 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

 Peace 



First Reading                     Isaiah 11:1-10  
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
 

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse, 
a scion thrusts from his roots: 
on him the spirit of the Lord rests, 
a spirit of wisdom and insight, 
a spirit of counsel and power, 
a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. 
(The fear of the Lord is his breath.) 
He does not judge by appearances, 
he gives no verdict on hearsay, 
but judges the wretched with integrity, 
and with equity gives a verdict for the poor of the land. 
His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless, 
his sentences bring death to the wicked. 
 

Integrity is the loincloth round his waist, 
faithfulness the belt about his hips. 
 

The wolf lives with the lamb, 
the panther lies down with the kid, 
calf and lion feed together, 
with a little boy to lead them. 
The cow and the bear make friends, 
their young lie down together. 
The lion eats straw like the ox. 
The infant plays over the cobra’s hole; 
into the viper’s lair 
the young child puts his hand. 
They do no hurt, no harm, 
on all my holy mountain, 
for the country is filled with the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters swell the sea. 
 
That day, the root of Jesse 
shall stand as a signal to the peoples. 
It will be sought out by the nations 
and its home will be glorious. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
Responsorial Psalm     Psalm 71:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17  
 

R.  Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of 
 peace for ever.  
 

O God, give your judgement to the king, to a king’s son 
your justice, that he may judge your people in justice and 
your poor in right judgement. R.  
 

In his days justice shall flourish and peace till the moon 
fails. He shall rule from sea to sea, from the Great River 
to the earth’s bounds. R.  
 

For he shall save the poor when they cry and the needy 
who are helpless. He will have pity on the weak and save 
the lives of the poor. R/ 4.May his name be blessed for 
ever and endure like the sun. Every tribe shall be blessed 
in him, all nations bless his name. R.  
 
Second Reading            Romans 15:4-9  
 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans  
 

Everything that was written long ago in the scriptures was 
meant to teach us something about hope from the 
examples scripture gives of how people who did not give 
up were helped by God. And may he who helps us when 
we refuse to give up, help you all to be tolerant with each 
other, following the example of Christ Jesus, so that 
united in mind and voice you may give glory to the God 

and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

It can only be to God’s glory, then, for you to treat each 
other in the same friendly way as Christ treated you. The 
reason Christ became the servant of circumcised Jews was 
not only so that God could faithfully carry out the 
promises made to the patriarchs, it was also to get the 
pagans to give glory to God for his mercy, as scripture 
says in one place: For this I shall praise you among the 
pagans and sing to your name. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
Gospel Acclamation         Luke 3:4, 6 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:  
all people shall see the salvation of God.  
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel                 Matthew 3:1-12  
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew  
 

In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in 
the wilderness of Judaea and this was his message: 
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ This 
was the man the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said: 
 

A voice cries in the wilderness: 
Prepare a way for the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 
 

This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair with a 
leather belt round his waist, and his food was locusts and 
wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole 
Jordan district made their way to him, and as they were 
baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed their 
sins. But when he saw a number of Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming for baptism he said to them, ‘Brood of 
vipers, who warned you to fly from the retribution that is 
coming? But if you are repentant, produce the appropriate 
fruit, and do not presume to tell yourselves, “We have 
Abraham for our father,” because, I tell you, God can 
raise children for Abraham from these stones. Even now 
the axe is laid to the roots of the trees, so that any tree 
which fails to produce good fruit will be cut down and 
thrown on the fire. I baptise you in water for repentance, 
but the one who follows me is more powerful than I am, 
and I am not fit to carry his sandals; he will baptise you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in his 
hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and gather his 
wheat into the barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire 
that will never go out.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 


