St. Oliver Plunkett Parish
Harris park

Website: www.stoliversharrispark.org.au

Postal Address: PO Box 9394 Harris Park NSW 2150
Office Address: 35 Wigram St, Harris Park NSW 2150
Email: harrispark@parracatholic.org

Tel: (02) 88638801

11 January 2026 | The Baptism of the Lord

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

After the Lord was baptised, the
heavens were opened, and the Spirit
descended upon him like a dove,
and the voice of the Father
thundered:

This is my beloved Son, with whom
I am well pleased.

Cf. Matthew 3:16-17
COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Behold the One of whom John said:
I have seen and testified that this is
the Son of God.

John 1:32, 34

No Weekday Masses till the end
of January

Weekend Mass Times
Saturday: Vigil 5:30pm
Sunday: 8:00 am & 10:00 am

Administrator: Fr Paul Marshall

School Principal: Pascale Rone
School Tel: (02) 8633 8300
Parish Secretary: Lilia Tolentino
Tel: (02) 8863 8801

OFFICE HOURS :
Tuesday & Friday: 10:00 am. - 3:00 pm
Wednesday:  8:00 am - 12:30pm

Sacraments @ St Oliver’s

For Baptism, Reconciliation,
First Holy Communion,
Confirmation, Marriage and
Funerals, please ring or email the
parish office for assistance.

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults)

Thinking about becoming a Catholic
or know someone who may be
interested in exploring the Catholic
faith? Contact the Parish Office for
more details on joining the RCIA
program.

: Gospel Reflection -
: BAPTISM OF THE LORD YEAR A 11TH JAN 2026

- Jesus’ Baptism in the Jordan river and our Baptism share a commonality. It is :
: that we are all BELOVED of God. All | want to say is “You are beloved.” God
: bestows belovedness on us from the first moment of our being. It is not easy :
: to hear that voice in a world filled with voices that shout: “You are no good; :
: you are ugly; you are worthless; you are a nobody.” Henri Nouwen says that: :

: “these negative voices are so loud and so persistent that it is easy to believe :
: them. That’s the great trap. It is the trap of self-rejection. Over the years, |
: have come to realise that the greatest trap in our life is not success, :
: popularity, or power, but self-rejection.” (Henri Nouwen, Life of the Beloved) :

: We try to draw understanding and purpose from the world around us. Aren’t :
: we always hoping that some event, person or thing will come along to give

: you that final feeling of inner well-being we all desire? We look for a movie,
: a book, a course, a trip, a job, a country, a relationship to fulfill my deepest

: desire.

: Nouwen goes on: the truth of our lives is that we are intimately loved long

: before our parents, teachers, spouses, children and friends loved or

: wounded us. That’s the truth flowing out of our Baptism in Christ- “You are
: my Beloved.” “You are mine and | am yours.” “You are my beloved, on you

* my favour rests.” “Wherever you go, | go with you.”

: Long before any person spoke to us in this world, we are chosen and spoken

: for by the voice of eternal love. The world tells us many lies about who we
: are, but they are not telling me the truth about myself: “I am the chosen

: child of God, precious in God’s eyes, called the beloved from all eternity, and :
- held safe in an everlasting embrace. :

Throughout his public ministry, Jesus drew strength from this truth as we
: must as well: “We are beloved sons and daughters of God, God is my
: beloved Father, and he will never abandon me.”

Thank you all for your prayers of support in my convalescence.

Fr. Paul




Other News and Events

Honouring milestones of devotion

A Christmas miracle — when enemies became brothers
British
and
German
troops
meeting in
No-
Mans's
Land
during the m '
unofficial truce on Christmas Day 1914. (British troops from the
Northumberland Hussars, 7th Division, Bridoux-Rouge Banc
Sector). Image: Harold B Robson/Imperial War Museums, United
Kingdom/Public Domain/Wikimedia Commons

As the first Christmas of World War I approached, Pope Benedict
XV on Dec. 7, 1914, asked the leaders of all warring governments
to agree to an official ceasefire. He begged “that the guns may fall
silent at least upon the night the angels sang.”

Sadly, his plea was ignored by government leaders. But remarkably,
many of the soldiers in the trenches declared their own unofficial truce.
On Christmas Eve of 1914, German troops in Ypres, Belgium, put
candles around their trenches and sang Christmas carols. When
opposing British troops heard the Germans singing, they responded
with Christmas caroling of their own.

Artillery throughout the region fell silent.

Then a remarkable scene occurred. German and British soldiers
climbed out of their trenches and ventured unarmed into the highly
dangerous “No Man’s Land” to exchange gifts of food and drink,
as well as souvenir hats and buttons. The truce also allowed opposing
sides to retrieve their dead and participate in joint services.
Reportedly, as many as 100,000 British and German troops along
much of the Western Front — a line of trenches stretching from the
North Sea to the Swiss frontier with France — stopped fighting and
engaged in similar acts of human kindness.

What an incredibly inspiring Christmas story! Nothing short of a
miracle — when enemies became brothers!

Well thank God not everyone follows the constant drumbeat to
war. In fact, some who were once a part of the war-machine are
now committed to dismantling it. The organization Veterans for
Peace is an excellent example.

By Tony Magliano, 23 December 2025, Catholic Outlook

All't e priests and deacons of the Diocese of Parramatta gathered for their irst
clergy conference in nine years. Image: Alphonsus Fok/ Diocese of Parramatta
Catholic Outlook wishes to acknowledge and honour the clergy and consecrated
men and women who have celebrated significant anniversaries in 2025.
10th anniversary of priestly ordination .

Fr Thomas Thien Hien Bui — Parish of Baulkham Hills .

Fr Pio Yong Ho Jang — St Paul the Apostle Parish, Winston Hills
20th anniversary o erlestl ordination .
Fr Philip Alesin ~ Catholic_ Schools Parramatta Diocese .

Fr Jose (Joe) Manl] aly — St Nicholas of Myra Parish, Penrith
Fr Jobi ai@{ap illy = St Paul the Apostle Parish Winston Hills
Fr Robert Riedling EV — St Patrick's Cathedral, Parramatta

Fr Kevin Redmond SM — St Andrew the Apostle Parish, Marayong
25th anniversary of priestly ordination
Fr Walter, Fogarty — Sacred Heart Parish, Westmead

25th anniversary of Religious Profession .

Sr Jeremiah Mendoza CFSN — Congregation of the Sisters of the

Holy Family of Nazareth . .

Sr Christind Ramada CFSN — Congregation of the Sisters of the Holy
Family of Nazareth . .

Br Louis Schmidt OFM Conv — Order of Friars Minor Conventual

Sr Vicki Maree Wilson SMSM— Missionary Sisters of the Society of Mary
30th anniversary of tHnestly ordination

Fr Michael Gitau Gathuku — Our Lad

ﬁ:of the Way Parish, Emu Plains
O’Dempsey OFM Cap — The Good Shepherd Parish, Plumpton
Fr Henry Huu Duc Tfan — Our

) Lady of Lourdes Parish, Seven Hills
40th anniversary of priestly ordination
Fr Anthony Khoidair — Chaplain
Fr John Rizzo — Chaplain .
Fr Vincent Savarimuthu — Holy Name of Mary Parish, Rydalmere
50th anniversary of religious profession
Sr Mary-Louise Petro RSM — Sisters of Mercy (Parramatta)
50th anniversary of priestly ordination
Fr John Powell . L
55th anniversary of priestly ordination
Fr Arthur Cook
Fr Christopher Dixon . .
Monsigngr Ron McFarlane — Sacred Heart Parish, Mt Druitt South
60th anniversary of religious profession .
Sr Elizabeth Murray SGS — Sisters of the Good Samaritan
0th anniversary of priestly ordination
Fr Robert (Bob) Anderson
FrPaul Hanna ~_ .
Fr Michagl McGloin | )
70th anniversary of religious profession
Sr Barbara McDonqugh RSM = Sisters of Mercy (Parramatta)
The Diocese prays for the re%)se of the souls of Fr Tim Hogan (6
July) and Deacon Rodrigo ﬁ udy’) Rupac (16 February?, who Passed away
thi$ year. (By Mary Brazell, 21 December 202, Catholic Outlook)

Parish Updates

Sacrament of Reconciliation and
First Eucharist 2026 Registration at
St Oliver’s

Dear Parents and Carers, please complete
the form in the link given below, if you
wish to begin preparation of your child for the
Sacrament of Reconciliation and First Eucharist in
2026. This will take place through a formation, family-
centred community process. The requirement by CSPD
is that your child is at least 8 years old in order to
receive both Sacraments. Please submit applications by
30th January 2026.

Please note that we generally celebrate the Sacrament
during Holy Week. This date is to be confirmed.

The registration link for the Sacrament of
Reconciliation and Eucharist in 2026 —

https://forms.gle/BJP355dgb1mpqz419

(This message is from our Sacramental Coordinator)

PARISH READING ROSTER: 17/18 JANUARY

5:30 pm Gerard Pinto / Robert Aquino
8:00 am Anne Haddad / Victoria Micalizzi

Saturday
Sunday

New seminarians from Timor Leste: Where is Timor
Leste (East Timor)? It is an island to the north of Darwin

which suffered much during the Second World War. The
Timorese people died in their thousands at the hands of the
Japanese whilst also protecting 400 Australian soldiers who
On the 22nd January we

welcome 5 seminarians

with our parish worship and come to experience our Aus-
tralian faith and culture. - Fr Paul

were stationed there an v e
L i%) : f% o
> N
from Timor Leste who will SN

defending Australia from

come to spend 10 weeks in  Era—nl
our formation program.

Theg{ are Cassandro, Leo- o
poldino, Francisco, Flavio & =

invasion as well.
and Cipriang. Please make them welcome as they join in

AUSTRALIA

1000 ki

Please remember the Notice about the Parish Self-
Assessment Review on Working With Children Check
CC) Registers ]

r Paul would like to ask for the assistance of all volunteers
who may be required to have a WWCC.
This data will provide evidence that our Ministry Teams
who work directly with children are suitable, supported and
are up to date with verified Working With Children Check
Numbers; and, all those in volunteer ministries, as Manda-
tory Reporters, are up to date with their Mandatory Safe-
guarding Training.

10:00 am Patricia Armao / Natasha Joseph



Diocesan Notices At Our Parish

"-! Seminarians embody ancient mystics in formation
= opportunity u ‘ T
NN Seminarians from the

N
Holy Spirit Seminar -
SHNG A KNEY SOLEH during a formation day

on medieval mystics.

SCHOOINHOINMDAY Image: Diocese of |
MUSS W@[ﬁ]@@ﬁ On 27 November, the 5 ™3

COME ALONG FOR A FI \Y OF SINGING AND Dlpcese of Parramatta’s - = /]
é} EXPLORATION OF SACRED MUSIC | 5 %{[15810}11’1 Einhz%ncemtent d f t}; - : tth ult
o N = eam held a formation day for the seminarians at the Ho
SESSION DATE & TIME e Spirit Seminary to ‘seek the sacred’ in all aspects of life rom
s el b music, art, to g,eople, through fasting and feasting and more.
a Using the medieval mystics from the 12th-14th centuries as
WEDNESDAY 21 JANUARY inspiration, each seminarian took on the role of one of the
. SteEn = At mystics — from Hildegard of Bingen, Julian of Norwich,
NIRRT S SRR S e [argery Kempe, St Francis of Assisi, Cloud of Unknowing and
MORNING TEA & LUNCH PROVIDED Rlchar Rolle'
The feedback was positive. “This is a very meaningful

STUDENTS WILL FORM A CHOIR TO LEAD THE
1ASS workshop where spiritual, academic and human aspects are

33 integrated,” said one seminarian.
J I discovered anew that God is nearer than my own breath, get
N I spend so much of my life reaching outside of myself,” sai
T ) another. . . : :
A3A1E FoR MORE INFORMATION & REGISTRATION 1 The seminarians continued role-playing as their chosen mystic
-5 TN, <o through the day and even during dinner, which was a medieval

delight. Carmel Bendon’s book The Mystics who Came to

. s Dinner was used as the basis for the factual conversation.
Volunteers needed at Catholic Care’s Mamre Creche Trying to embody a mystic during dinner had surprise

Are you great with young kids? Catholic Care is benefits. “I love Spiritual talk during meals. It inspires me to
looking for friendly, caring volunteers to support staff have more spiritual talk instead of gossip,” said one seminarian.

during créche sessions on Tuesdays and Wednesdays frl*;gg(tia;%tilc ’rps:ild_a%g%?e?nd uplifting conversations. Great
from 10am to 2pm at Mamre House, Orchard Hills. If | | The meal finished with crystallised gin%er, which was thought
you enjoy spending time with young children (aged 0— | | in the 14th century to ‘close the stomach’. All courses used

5) and have a few hours to spare, we’d love to hear gﬁﬁgggﬁergﬁtgg%%ﬁdﬁ%ﬁ%sillc% tggglégﬁ%}égls hyssop, savory,
from you. Volunteers will need to obtain a Working The seminarians thought the workshop was very enélaging and
with Children Cheek and Police Check. To help make a | e e s befrunderspdinggf e chlenges e
difference in the lives of local families, call Catholic oshei sl sl A ek presence of God in all thi%gs.”
Care on (02) 8843 2500. By Merilyn Hancock, 23 December 2025, Catholic Outlook

Our Community

Starting 1st December, there will be no 7 am weekday masses at St Oliver’s until the end of January but weekend

Masses will be as normal.

Please pray for those who are sick, recently deceased, have an

Wess anniversary at this time and all those for whom you have a special intention.

Intentions
= 0f The Week

Recently Deceased: Sue O’Brien | Fahim Laoulach

Deceased: Pantaleon Jimenez, Gerondio Jimenez, Pascuala Dionson, Tita Diongson, Macelinda Diongson, Vicente
Diongson, Josefina Magsayo, Eufemia Altoveros, Quentina Quizon, Alejandro Altoveros | Joe & Clare Boulous, Isaac
Moses, Ruby Moses | Pelesala Tuaimau | Bernadette Tuaimau | Namtallah & Patrick Malkoun, Frank & Ray Malkoun,
Samiha Frome, Romanos Malkoun | Queenie & Nicholas Nicholas, Namtullah & Christine Coorey, Rizcullah &
Patricia Coorey, Jeanette & Veronica Coorey, Jabour & Doura Nicholas & family, Saidie & Joseph Coorey & family,
Najia & Toufic Samyia, Vincent Budwee, John Doumit, All deceased members of the Nicholas, Budwee & Norman
families | Artemio, Abraham, Augustus, Rebecca & Tranquilina Patacsil; Yolanda & Donald Muir; Rachael Sumagui,
Melissa, Rebecca Llanillo, Luzviminda Nolasco | David (Dib) & Theresia Romanos | Romanos Family | Pamela
Romanos |[Evelyn Betros | Tony & Samira Abood & their Family | Fred Betros Family | Constanton Family | All Holy
Souls in Purgatory especially for those who have no one praying for them

Anniversary: Samantha Diaz

Sick: John Joaquin Patacsil, Virginia, Agnes, Napoleon, Manuel & Jorge Patacsil & his families, Elizabeth, Michael
& Maryrose Perez, Naty & Maria Aurora Degamo & Erwin Ayuste, Ellen Patacsil | All the Sick especially those who
are sick in our parish community

Special Intentions: John Joaquin Patacsil, Agnes, Napoleon, Manuel, Virginia & Jorge Patacsil & his families;
Elizabeth, Michael & Maryrose Perez; Erwin Ayuste | For all our special intentions and for those who have asked us
for prayers

Thanksgiving: For all our blessings and prayers for thanksgiving
To our parishioners who would like to request for a home or hospital visit for the sick, please call the parish office on (02)
8863 8801 or email harrispark@parracatholic.org. For mass offerings or special intentions, you may use the envelopes provided at

the church foyer.



Mass Rgadings

: First Reading Isaiah 42:1-4,6-7 } Gospel Acclamation cf Mark 9:8 -

: A reading from the prophet Isaiah Alleluia, alleluia! .
: The heavens were opened and the Father’s voice was heard: :

: Thus says the Lord: this is my beloved Son, hear him.

Here is my servant whom I uphold, : Alleluia! .
: my chosen one in whom my soul delights. . :
: I have endowed him with my spirit : Gospel Matthew 3:13-17
- that he may bring true justice to the nations. A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew :
: He does not cry out or shout aloud, i After Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptisedf

- or make his voice heard in the streets.
: He does not break the crushed reed,
- nor quench the wavering flame.

: by John. John tried to dissuade him. ‘It is I who need :
¢ baptism from you’ he said ‘and yet you come to me!” But :
Jesus replied, ‘Leave it like this for the time being; it is

: Faithfully he brings true justice; ¢ fitting that we should, in this way, do all that

- he will neither waver, nor be crushed righteousness demands.” At this, John gave in to him.

- until true justice is established on earth, : :
- for the islands are awaiting his law. As soon as Jesus was baptised he came up from the water, :

: and suddenly the heavens opened and he saw the Spirit of :
God descending like a dove and coming down on him.
¢ And a voice spoke from heaven, ‘This is my Son, the

I, the Lord, have called you to serve the cause of right;
: [ have taken you by the hand and formed you,
- I have appointed you as covenant of the people and light

 of the nations, Beloved; my favour rests on him.’
* to open the eyes of the blind, The Gospel of the Lord.
- to free captives from prison, :

- and those who live in darkness from the dungeon.
The Word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 28:1-4, 9-10
‘R, The Lord will bless his people with peace.

: O give the Lord you sons of God,

- give the Lord glory and power;

- give the Lord the glory of his name.
: Adore the Lord in his holy court. ®,

: The Lord’s voice resounding on the waters,
- the Lord on the immensity of waters;

: the voice of the Lord, full of power,

: the voice of the Lord, full of splendour ®,

: The God of glory thunders. :
- In his temple they all cry: ‘Glory!”

: The Lord sat enthroned over the flood;
: the Lord sits as king for ever ®

: Second Reading Acts 10:34-38
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles :

: Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: ‘The truth I
- have now come to realise’ he said ‘is that God does not

- have favourites, but that anybody of any nationality who
: fears God and does what is right is acceptable to him.

- ‘It is true, God sent his word to the people of Israel, and
: it was to them that the good news of peace was brought

: by Jesus Christ — but Jesus Christ is Lord of all men. You

- must have heard about the recent happenings in Judaea;
: about Jesus of Nazareth and how he began in Galilee,

: after John had been preaching baptism. God had anointed :
: him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and because
: God was with him, Jesus went about doing good and

- curing all who had fallen into the power of the devil.’

: The Word of the Lord

I



