
St. Oliver Plunkett Parish 
Harris park 
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19 July 2026 | Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
 

See, I have God for my help.  
The Lord sustains my soul.  
I will sacrifice to you with willing heart,  
and praise your name, O Lord, for it 
is good.  
 

            Psalm 53:6, 8 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
 

The Lord, the gracious, the merciful, 
has made a memorial of his wonders;  
he gives food to those who fear him. 
 

           Psalm 110:4-5 

Weekday Mass times 
 

Tuesday to Friday: 7:00 am 
 

Weekend Mass Times 
 

Saturday: Vigil 5:30pm 
 

Sunday: 8:00 am & 10:00 am 

Administrator: Fr Paul Marshall 

School Principal: Pascale Rone 

           School Tel: (02) 8633 8300 

Parish Secretary: Lilia Tolentino 

                       Tel: (02) 8863 8801 
 

OFFICE HOURS :  

Tuesday & Friday:  10:00 am. - 3:00 pm 

Wednesday:      8:00 am - 12:30pm 
 

Sacraments @ St Oliver’s 

For Baptism, Reconciliation, 
First Holy Communion, 
Confirmation, Marriage and 
Funerals, please ring or email the 
parish office for assistance. 
 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults) 
 

Thinking about becoming a Catholic 
or know someone who may be 
interested in exploring the Catholic 
faith? Contact the Parish Office for 
more details on joining the RCIA 
program. 

  
 
 

Gospel Reflection  
 

16th Sunday in Year A: The Weeds among the Wheat 
 

The central meaning of this week’s parable is that the kingdom of God takes 
root in imperfect communities of “wheat and weeds,” and in both an imperfect 
church and imperfect world. Even in the twelve apostles there was good and 
bad, loyalty and disloyalty, understanding and stubbornness-and we surely 
recognize this in ourselves as individuals and communities. 
 

We mustn’t despair. We see the good and bad in world leaders: those who 
exercise advocacy and diplomatic efforts to build bridges between Israel and 
Gaza and the USA and Iran; and we see relentless use of weapons such as 
drones to destroy tens of thousands of human lives. The world is a mixture of 
light and darkness, good and evil. It is also a cosmic battle between the powers 
of good and evil. Wheat and weeds grow side by side in the same person, in 
fact, in ourselves. But all is not lost-there is good there too. Jesus, himself, had 
to exercise great patience with his disciples: the weeds persisted in their lives, 
but he didn’t write them off. 
 

Due to the presence of evil, we have to struggle. But it is through the struggle 
that we grow. Struggle awakens all that is good and precious to spring forth 
within us. Unless we have to make a choice between good and evil no virtue 
would be possible. 
 

As we navigate the complexities of life, we may feel overwhelmed and 
uncertain. But St. Paul’s words in our second reading offer us consolation and 
hope:  
 

“The Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as 
we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for 
words.” (Romans 8.26) 
 

These passages encourage us to persevere with the weeds and wheat which 
grow together in our own lives. We need to trust over to the Spirit of God and 
align our will to that Spirit who knows the will of God. 
 
 
 
Fr. Paul  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Celebrate the Feast of Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop: 
Saturday 8 August 
Join the Sisters of Saint Joseph and Mary MacKillop Place as 
we celebrate the Feast of Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop 
on Saturday 8 August. Make a pilgrimage to Mary's tomb, 
spend time in prayer in the Chapel, and celebrate the Eucharist 
with us at one of our Feast Day Masses: 
8:00am & 6:00pm – Chapel 
10:00am & 1:00pm – Glen Roy Green (outdoors) 
The 10:00am and 1:00pm Masses will be AusLan interpreted, and 
the 10:00am Mass will be livestreamed for those unable to 
attend in person. 
 

Other ways to celebrate Saint Mary of the Cross 
MacKillop's Feast: 
Walk with Mary in Hope and Wonder – Online Novena 
30 July – 7 August | 7:30–8:00pm (AEST) | Via Zoom 
Wherever you are, you're invited to make an online pilgrimage 
through Mary's life. Across nine evenings, we'll journey 
through the significant moments that shaped her faith, courage, 
and hope, discovering how her story can inspire our own 
pilgrimage of life. Whether you're joining from interstate, 
overseas, or simply unable to travel, all are warmly welcome! 
Join us on Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/92816949299   

 

Join us for Open 
House:11.15am-
2.00pm, Sat  
1 August 2026  
 

Free event – 
Registration 
required  
 

Campion College  
8-14 Austin 
Woodbury Pl 
Toongabbie NSW 
2146 
 

 
 

Register to attend: www.campion.edu.au/events 

PARISH READING ROSTER : 25/26 July 2026 
 
 

Saturday 

Sunday 

The Parramatta Way of Safeguarding is to ensure all 
our spaces are safe and inclusive. 
 

The Parramatta Way of Safeguarding, developed in 2021, 
is a statement combining the voices of the community for 
the community. 
 

Our Commitment to Safeguarding is guided by the words 
of Micah (6:8): 
‘This is what the Lord asks of you: only this, to act justly, 
to love tenderly and to walk humbly with your God.’  
 

Our physical spaces are maintained and used in a way 
where all children and adults at risk feel safe to 
participate in Diocesan and Parish liturgies and 
activities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
2024 Kids Voices’ Art Competition, Thomas Aged 15  

The amazing wonderful women volunteers in action, working 
happily and tirelessly for our Annual St Oliver’s Bake Day on  
5th July 2026. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Toongabbie Legal Centre (TLC) Fundraising 
Toongabbie Legal Centre (TLC) volunteers 
will be selling raffle tickets on 25/26 
weekend, along with some merchandise 
items. All proceeds will directly support 
their free legal clinic provided for over 17 
years to disadvantaged, marginalised and 
vulnerable people of Western Sydney. Tickets are $2.00 
each or $20.00 for a book of 10 tickets – with ten 
prizes. There will be pancakes for sale: 2 for $5. 

Parramatta Gathering: Tuesday, 21 July at Bethany 
Centre, Parramatta at 6:30 – 8:30pm. 
 

Fr Paul would like to ask you to consider the request from 
the Bishop asking that 5-8 parishioners attend a gathering 
with other parishes of the Parramatta Deanery next Tues-
day evening 21st July between 6.30pm-8.30pm at the Di-
ocesan Office 470 Church St., North Parramatta, to 
show how we are beginning to exercise any initiatives aris-
ing out of the October 2023 Diocesan Synod. 
 

We are looking for: 
 

• A young, single person between 18-25 years old 

• A married person or couple with young children 
• A married person or couple with young adult children 
• A single person 

•A senior parishioner 
•A representative of our Parish Council or Finance committee 

•Parish clergy 
 

The purpose of the meeting is to share what participatory 
things we are doing as a parish community and what as-
pects of mission we are involved in, and to hear what our 
neighbouring parishes are also doing so as to learn from 
each other and also possibly share resources between us. 

5:30 pm Kristina Alba / Jim Hanna   

8:00 am Anne Haddad / Victoria Micalizzi 10:00 am Carol Isaac / Nick Tagnipis 



 

Please pray for those who are sick, recently deceased, have an  
anniversary at this time and all those for whom you have a special intention.  

 
 

Recently Deceased:   Helen Atala | Nilo Nacario | Francis Xavier Dang | Rita Ippolito | Paul Bazelmans | Peirina Tigga  
| All those who died recently, especially those who used to be part of this parish community as parishioners or relations 
of our parishioners 
 

Deceased:  Charbel Isaac | Tony Spires | John & Tripony Pasangha, Reggie & May Perumal, Joe & Fatima Corera, 
Daphne Perumal, Xavre & Clara Fernando | Joe & Clare Boulous, Isaac & Ruby Moses | Namtallah & Patrick 
Malkoun, Frank & Ray Malkoun, Samiha Frome & Romanos Malkoun | Queenie & Nicholas Nicholas, Namtullah & 
Christine Coorey, Rizcullah & Patricia Coorey, Veronica & Jeanette Coorey, Jabour & Doura Nicholas & family, 
Saidie & Joseph Coorey & family, Najia & Toufic Samyia, All deceased members of the Nicholas, Budwee & Norman 
families,  Vincent Budwee, Marica Kovacic | Artemio, Abraham, Augustus, Rebecca & Tranquilina Patacsil; Yolanda 
& Donald Muir; Rachael Sumagui, Melissa, Petronillo & Rebecca Llanillo | David (Dib) & Theresia Romanos  | 
Romanos Family | Pamela Romanos |Evelyn Betros | Tony, Kevin & Samira Abood & their Family | Fred Betros 
Family | Constanton Family | All Holy Souls in Purgatory especially for those who have no one praying for them   
   

Anniversary:    Clare Boulous | Joe Boulous | Samuel Villamena Talisayon | For all those souls whose anniversaries 
occur around this time 

 

Sick:    Isagani Rael | Agnes Patacsil | John Joaquin Patacsil, Virginia, Agnes, Napoleon, Manuel & Jorge Patacsil & 
his families, Elizabeth, Michael & Maryrose Perez, Naty & Maria Aurora Degamo, Erwin Ayuste, Ellen Patacsil | All 
the Sick especially those who are sick in our parish community  
 

Special Intentions:   John Joaquin, Agnes, Napoleon, Manuel, Virginia & Jorge Patacsil & his families; Elizabeth, 
Michael & Maryrose Perez; Erwin Ayuste | Wap-Hill, Sidney, Kimberley, Richard | For all our special intentions and 
for those who have asked us for prayers 
 

Thanksgiving:   For all our blessings and prayers for thanksgiving 
 

 To our parishioners who would like to request for a home or hospital visit for the sick, please call the parish office on (02) 
8863 8801 or email harrispark@parracatholic.org. For mass offerings or special intentions, you may use the envelopes provided at 
the church foyer. 

Be The Witness – Exciting Cast Announcement! 
The excitement is building as rehearsals begin for Be The 
Witness – The Musical, coming to Riverside Theatres, 
Parramatta from 10–13 September 2026. 
We are especially blessed to welcome renowned international 
director Joe Cordo to Sydney. Joe's connection to The Witness 
spans more than four decades, having first directed the musical 
in Mumbai in 1983. Since then, he has led productions across 
India, Canada and the United States, sharing this powerful story 
of faith with thousands. His presence is helping shape Be The 
Witness into far more than a musical—it is becoming a 
powerful experience of faith, evangelisation and community.  
Following an outstanding audition process, drawing on the local 
talent from our own diocese, Joe has assembled an exceptional 
cast who will bring the Gospel story and the experiences of the 
Apostles to life on stage.  
Special Parish Group Offer: Following the success of our group 
booking campaign, a new Parish Group Discount is now 
available for 
groups of 20+ 
people. Come 
and witness a 
powerful story 
of faith brought 
to life through 
music, drama 
and inspiring 
performances. 
Gather your 
family, friends 
and parish 
community for 
what promises to be an unforgettable celebration of Christ's call 
to be His witnesses in the world today. For more information 
and a gallery of images visit www.bethewitness.com.au. 
Contact: Minette Mendens 0452 562 725 twsydau@gmail.com. 

 

 

7 am WEEKDAY MASSES will re-commence on Tuesday,  21st July.  

Eucharistic Seminar – The Resurrection and the 
Eucharist: 25 July 
Join Fr Matthew Dimian on Saturday 25 July from 4:00–
5:30pm, at Our Lady of the Rosary, St Marys, for a seminar 
on the topic ‘The Resurrection and the Eucharist’, held as 
part of the Eucharistic Miracles of the World Exhibition, 
running until 26 July. 
 

Diocese of Parramatta World Youth Day Seoul 2027 
Launch: 12 August 
Come and discover the pilgrimage to the 17th International 
World Youth Day in Seoul, South Korea (26 July – 11 
August 2027), themed “Take courage! I have overcome the 
world” (John 16:33). Join us for an inspiring evening to 
learn about the pilgrimage, hear testimonies from past 
pilgrims, explore the faith and culture of the Korean 
Church, and enjoy fellowship with other young people. 12 
August 2026 Doors open at 6:30pm, Nagle College, 58A 
Orwell Street, Blacktown Register at parracatholic.org/
events/wyd27-launch/ We look forward to welcoming you! 
 

From stories to solidarity – A table talk on 
Homelessness: 9 August 
Join us for an afternoon of conversation, connection and 
community as we explore how relationships can inspire 
meaningful action on housing insecurity and 
homelessness. What is the call to us as members of the 
Diocese of Parramatta? What strategies can we put in 
place? What to Expect: Light refreshments, Table  
conversations in mixed groups, Practical action we can take 
together. All are welcome! Please register at https://
parracatholic.org/events/pje-table-talk-homelessness/ 



First Reading              Wisdom 12:13,16-19  
 

A reading from the book of Wisdom  
 

There is no god, other than you, who cares for every thing, 
to whom you might have to prove that you never judged 
unjustly. 
Your justice has its source in strength, 
your sovereignty over all makes you lenient to all. 
You show your strength when your sovereign power is 
questioned 
and you expose the insolence of those who know it; 
but, disposing of such strength, you are mild in judgement, 
you govern us with great lenience, 
for you have only to will, and your power is there. 
By acting thus you have taught a lesson to your people 
how the virtuous man must be kindly to his fellow men, 
and you have given your sons the good hope 
that after sin you will grant repentance. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 85:5-6,9-10,15-16  
 

R.  Lord, you are good and forgiving.  
 

O Lord, you are good and forgiving, 
full of love to all who call. 
Give heed, O Lord, to my prayer 
and attend to the sound of my voice. R.  
 

All the nations shall come to adore you 
and glorify your name, O Lord: 
for you are great and do marvellous deeds, 
you who alone are God. R.  
 

But you, God of mercy and compassion, 
slow to anger, O Lord, 
abounding in love and truth, 
turn and take pity on me. R.  
 
Second Reading                             Romans 8:26-27 
 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
 

The Spirit comes to help us in our weakness. For when we 
cannot choose words in order to pray properly, the Spirit 
himself expresses our plea in a way that could never be put 
into words, and God who knows everything in our hearts 
knows perfectly well what he means, and that the pleas of 
the saints expressed by the Spirit are according to the mind 
of God.  
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
Gospel Acclamation         cf Matthew 11:25 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; 
you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the 
kingdom. 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel                Matthew 13:24-43  
  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
 

Jesus put another parable before the crowds: ‘The kingdom 
of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good 
seed in his field. While everybody was asleep his enemy 
came, sowed darnel all among the wheat, and made off. 
When the new wheat sprouted and ripened, the darnel 

appeared as well. The owner’s servants went to him and 
said, “Sir, was it not good seed that you sowed in your 
field? If so, where does the darnel come from?” “Some 
enemy has done this” he answered. And the servants said, 
“Do you want us to go and weed it out?” But he said, “No, 
because when you weed out the darnel you might pull up 
the wheat with it. Let them both grow till the harvest; and 
at harvest time I shall say to the reapers: First collect the 
darnel and tie it in bundles to be burnt, then gather the 
wheat into my barn.”’ 
  He put another parable before them: ‘The kingdom of 
heaven is like a mustard seed which a man took and sowed 
in his field. It is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it 
has grown it is the biggest shrub of all and becomes a tree 
so that the birds of the air come and shelter in its 
branches.’ 
  He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is 
like the yeast a woman took and mixed in with three 
measures of flour till it was leavened all through.’ 
  In all this Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables; indeed, 
he would never speak to them except in parables. This was 
to fulfil the prophecy: 
I will speak to you in parables 
and expound things hidden since the foundation of the 
world. 
Then, leaving the crowds, he went to the house; and his 
disciples came to him and said, ‘Explain the parable about 
the darnel in the field to us.’ He said in reply, ‘The sower 
of the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world; 
the good seed is the subjects of the kingdom; the darnel, 
the subjects of the evil one; the enemy who sowed them, 
the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; the reapers 
are the angels. Well then, just as the darnel is gathered up 
and burnt in the fire, so it will be at the end of time. The 
Son of Man will send his angels and they will gather out of 
his kingdom all things that provoke offences and all who 
do evil, and throw them into the blazing furnace, where 
there will be weeping and grinding of teeth. Then the 
virtuous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Listen, anyone who has ears!’ 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 


